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Inter- faith friendship 




By Jo Duckies 

POSITIVE inter-faith 

relationships were forged when 
an Anglican vicar offered the 
hand of friendship to worried 
Muslims following high profile 
terror arrests in 2006. 

The High Wycombe 
Council for Christian and 
Muslim Relations (CCMR) 
was set up following the 
arrests in the 

Buckinghamshire town two 
years ago. Since then the 
council’s work has attracted 
the attention of the Times 
Educational Supplement and 
Panorama. MP Sadiq Khan, 
Under Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local 
Government, and Baroness 
Sayeeda Warsi, Shadow 
Minister for Community 
Cohesion were among the 
dignitaries. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ► 
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Back, from left, Zaffar Iqbal, chairman of the Local Mosque Committee, Paul Goodman, Wycombe MP and Shadow 
Minister for Community Cohesion, the Revd David Picken, Rabbi Jonathan Romain, of Maidenhead Reform Synagogue, 
Chauhdry Shafique, CCMR chairman, and director of equality and community cohesion at the university and Imam Sultan 
Mahmood. Front, from left, Sadiq Khan MP, Dr Ruth Farwell, university vice chancellor, Cllr Paul Lambourne, Wycombe 
Mayor, Bishop Alan Wilson and Dr Khurshid Ahmed, chairman of the British Muslim Forum. 



Church Eco-congregations stop the destruction of the planet 



CHURCHES are being 
encouraged to step up their 
environmental efforts by 
becoming Eco-congregations. 

The Eco-congregation 

movement was highlighted 
during a debate on climate 
change at Diocesan Synod in 
November, in which the Synod 
affirmed its commitment to the 



Fifth Mark of Mission: ‘to strive 
to safeguard the integrity of 
creation and sustain and renew 
the life of the earth’. 

Synod members were asked 
to consider what it meant to be 
the Church in a time of global 
warming, and what it meant to 
‘love your neighbour’ both 
locally and globally, particularly 



when the burden of the 
evolving climate conditions is 
borne most by the poor. 

Margaret Dixon, of St Peter 
and St Paul’s Church, Great 
Missenden, was one of those 
who spoke at the synod 
meeting. 

She said: ‘We are only at the 
beginning of the eco- 



congregation process. 

‘We started by watching the 
A1 Gore film, An Inconvenient 
Truth. 

‘I’ve been interested in 
environment issues since 
before it was fashionable but 
never put church and green 
issues together until recently. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ► 
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Jesus matters 

I T’S that time of year again. When 
life seems impossibly frantic: 
there’s the shopping, the 
wrapping, the posting, the 
decorating, the carol services, 
concerts, plays and parties... and the 
sense that time is running out as the 
juggernaut of Christmas approaches. 

This year we have the extra worry - 
the financial gloom that is gripping the 
country. As Christians, it’s difficult 
enough any year to tread a path 
between the greedy spendfest and a 
joyless alternative, but this year there’s 
an extra twist. On the one hand, we 
know we should guard against 
overstretching ourselves, but on the 
other, we are being encouraged to help 
spend our way out of recession. 

The crowds who recently braved the 
switch-on of the Oxford Street 
Christmas lights were described by one 
national newspaper as ‘defiant’. 
Shopping has become not just our 
right but a sign of good old British 
pluck. With so much pressure to 
produce the ‘perfect’ Christmas it’s 
too tempting to crawl under the duvet 
until it’s over. 

But it’s not Christmas that’s the 
problem, it’s the way we approach it. 
So here are my resolutions for 
December. Starting with a long deep 
breath, I’m going to go back to basics 
and remind myself what really matters 
at Christmas. That’s the birth of the 
baby Jesus at Bethlehem 2000 years 
ago. Everything else is extra, but not 
actually compulsory. That doesn’t 
mean I won’t be giving presents or 
singing carols or cooking. 

But perhaps I can be a bit more 
selective. As for the shopping, the 
current economic crisis is a useful, if 
painful, reminder that life is 
precarious. Not just for us - and many 
people are understandably worried 
about their jobs, their pensions or 
their rising fuel bills - but for the 
millions of people across the world 
who struggle every day of their lives to 
scratch a living. 

Even in the middle of the credit 
crunch, we have enormous power in 
the choices we make about how we 
spend our money. Let’s remember that 
we don’t have to do it all ourselves - 
and it certainly doesn’t have to be 
perfect. But perhaps making some 
good choices will help us on our way. 
Sarah Meyrick is Director of Communications for the 
Oxford Diocese 

theDoor 



LETTERS 



The closed door 

I greatly enjoyed Bishop John’s vision 
of the church as ‘an open door 
between heaven and earth’. I did 
wonder, however, whether his 
message pointed to a paradox, 
especially when placed alongside the 
review of Sir Roy Strong’s book. 

Here is the crunch: Bishop John says 
‘the door is open.’ No it’s not. More 
often than not the door is slammed 
shut by the majority of risk averse 
PCCs who keep church buildings 
firmly locked between services. We 
cannot, after all, possibly allow half a 
chance that an unwelcome visitor 
might come in and leave behind a trail 
of mayhem. 

Many churches do of course take 
positive action, often self sacrificial to 
ensure that their churches remain 
open and available to visitors, despite 
the pain and frustration that 
occasionally befalls them. All credit to 
them, and what a challenge to the 
rest! 

Matthew Ca miner, Old Windsor 

Oh rabbits! 

My wife and I think the Door is a very 
good read. It keeps us up to date with 
what’s happening in local churches. 

I have written this letter asking for 
some advice. We keep rabbits 
(Zachariah and John) and it is lovely to 
see our grandchildren (also called 
Zachariah and John) play with them. 

Last week our grandchildren were 
helping me clean out the hutch when 
I came upon a rather worrying 
discovery. My wife Doris had used 
copies of the Door as underlay 
bedding. I was and still am worried 
that God might be offended by 
allowing such a holy publication to be 
used for such an unholy purpose. My 
wife said God won’t mind as he 
understands the rabbits are very 
much loved. However I am worried 
and we don’t know what to do. We 
have stopped using the Door for such 
purposes and we simply use the Daily 
Mail instead. Please can you advise 
me what to do and how I can go 
about asking for God’s forgiveness? 
My wife meant well and I hope God 
understands this. Could you perhaps 
provide us with a suitable prayer? We 
will get Zachariah and John to join us 
in saying it when they next visit. 

Jeff Tingle, Bodicote, Banbury 

Well done for recycling and glad you 
take the Door so seriously. Ed. 
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Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 



If for this life only we have hoped in 
Christ , we are of all people most to be 
pitied 9 1 Corinthians 15:19 

O ver the last fifty years the 
Christian Church has 
developed a social 
conscience which has meant 
that more and more it is seen as a moral 
and ethical cause rather than a 
‘spiritual’ one. 

People have the idea that the Church 
no longer really believes in life beyond 
death, with joys and rewards awaiting us 
in heaven, but just a better and fairer 
deal for everybody here and now - a kind 
of Lifestyle Gospel with Conscience. Yet 
every year, as summer fades away into 
Autumn and Winter, we enter the season 
of ‘ultimate things’. 

Advent looks far beyond the concerns 
and anxieties of today’s news headlines 
to reveal the unfolding of the great 
purpose of God, ultimately to be 
fulfilled in what Jesus called the 
kingdom of heaven. The balance 
between living the kingdom life here 
and now and yet looking for its coming 
in the future purpose of God is not easy. 
It wasn’t in the church at Corinth, and it 
isn’t now. 

In the verse above the apostle seems to 
be addressing a group of Christians who 
were anxious about the very heart of the 
.gospel they had been taught. Had Christ 
really risen from the dead? And were 
their fellow-Christians who had died 
candidates for resurrection too - or were 
their hopes limited to ‘this life only’? 



Paul simply reminded them of the 
transforming truth he had first 
preached to them and which had 
changed their lives. God had raised 
Jesus, and ‘in Christ’ we too will be 
raised. The whole of life looks different 
through that perspective. 

To preach the risen life is not to shut 
our eyes to the realities of life around us 
or be indifferent to the cries of the poor 
and the oppressed. It is in fact to address 
those very realities in the light of the 
ultimate reality, the purpose of God. 

Global warming, racial tension, 
conflict and war, financial meltdown, 
flood and disaster are the context of our 
mission, but they are not its agenda. Its 
agenda is to convince people 
everywhere that Christ is risen, and 
through him we too can be raised to new 
life, become citizens of the kingdom of 
heaven. 

The evidence of history is that the 
great majority of people who have 
actually done most to address those 
injustices and wrongs are men and 
women who have believed passionately 
in the resurrection message. 

Think of Francis of Assisi, William 
Wilberforce, Josephine Butler, Martin 
Luther King, Desmond Tutu, Mother 
Teresa. Yes, they did believe, all of them, 
in the promise of eternal life, but it was 
that perspective of eternity which 
shaped their total commitment to 
kingdom principles of justice and love 
here and now. 

Advent warns us that what is at stake is 
the heart of the gospel of Christ. We are 
made for God and his purpose for us 
goes far beyond the fleeting years of our 
humanity. Far from deflecting us from 
the problems and sorrows of earth, that, 
purpose urges us to start living the risen 
life here and now. When we do, the 
‘kingdom of God’ will be at hand. 

Canon David Win ter is a former Diocesan Adviser on 



Yearbook correction 

DUE to an unfortunate error on the 
part of our printers, we have had to 
reprint two of the indices to the 
2008/09 Yearbook. 

The corrected versions are now 



available and are being sent out from 
Diocesan Church House. 

If you have bought the new yearbook 
and have not received the new indices 
by post by the end of November, please 
contact Reception on 01865 208200. 



Comings and Goings 

Revd Robert Simmonds, to be Team 
Chaplain at Broadmoor Hospital; Revd Bill 
Blakey, team rector of Brize Norton and 
Carterton, to be Area Dean of Witney; Revd 
Tessa Kuln Lawton, Curate in training at 
Bampton, to take up post as Chaplain at 
Magdalen College; Revd Canon Keith 
Lamdln, to take up post as Principal of Sarum 
College, Salisbury and to be licensed as Priest 
in Charge at Upper Kennet, Diocese of 
Salisbury; The Revd Dr Helen-Ann Hartley, 
Curate at Littlemore, to take up additional post 
as Lecturer in New Testament and Biblical 
Studies Coordinator at Ripon College, 



Cuddesdon; Revd Margot Hodson, 

Chaplain at Jesus College, to be Priest in 
Charge at Haddenham with Cuddington & 
Kingsey & Aston Sandford; Revd Dan 
TVndall, Vicar of Earley St Nicolas, Reading to 
be Priest in Charge at Caversham St Peter and 
Mapledurham St Margaret and Caversham St 
John the Baptist; Revd Claire Wood to be 
Rector at Olney, Deanery of Newport; Revd 
Nick Seward, head of Kingham Hill 
School is given permission to officiate in 
the Dorchester area; Revd Canon 
Michael O’Connor is given permission to 
officiate in the Dorchester area; Revd 
Canon Robert Howard, permission to 
officiate in the Dorchester area. 



Competition winners 

Nicky Smith from Kidlington, 
Oxfordshire, Tony Wolstenholme from 
Windsor, Berkshire and Mrs J Meer 
from Burnham, Buckinghamshire were 
the winners of the competition 



AUDIO VERSION 



featured in last month’s edition of the 
Door. 

They have have all won a copy of 
A Little History of the English Country 
Church by Sir Roy Strong. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of the Door by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285 
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News 








Great Missenden C of E Combined School children getting involved 
in an eco-congregation conservation scheme 



Eco-congregations stop the destruction o f the planet 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 



having plenty while people on 
the other side of the world are 
being denied basic necessities 
like food and water just so that 
we can change our mobile 
telephones every week.’ 

So far the church has set up 
a prayer link, with members 
praying for specific 
environmental issues each 
month, looking at reducing the 
amount of energy the church 
uses and is working on a joint 
conservation project with the 
school. 

Joanna Layne Smith, of St 
John and St Stephen’s Church, 
Reading, said her church has 
set up a micro recycling plant 
and have been promoting Fair 
Trade products as part of the 
initiative. 

After its monthly family 
service the congregation has a 
meal that fits in with the Eco 
Congregation’s Locally grown, 
Organically produced, Animal 
friendly, Fairly Traded (LOAF) 
acronym. 

Joanna said: ‘It’s been good 



in terms of getting people to 
think about the consequences 
of where their food comes 
from.’ 

She said the church has done 
children’s work highlighting 
links between Bible themes 
about fishing and the modern 
day issue of fishing stocks as 
well as the story of Tabitha and 
recycling clothes in Acts. 

‘We got involved because the 
church has always had a big 
interest in overseas 

development. We have quite a 
few link missionaries and that’s 
always been a focus for the 
church.’ 

The motion commended the 
work of the Oxford Diocesan 
Environment Group (ODEG), 
and called for the diocese to 
continue to reduce its carbon 
footprint. 



‘This film sparked something 
off in our church and a few of 
us went to a climate change 
conference in February and 
decided we needed to be doing 
something. 

‘Churches need to be seen as 
leading the way in working with 



God’s creation rather than 
being one of the agents of its 
destruction. 

Margaret, who is governer 
with responsibility for the 
environment at Great 
Missenden CE Primary School, 
said: ‘It is not good to have us 



Inter-faith friendship 




CCMR Chairman, Chauhdry 
Shafique, speaking at the 
conference, said the arrests had 
left Muslims feeling vulnerable. 
Mr Shafique said: ‘Our 

Christian colleagues, led by the 
Revd David Picken, were 
anxious to offer a hand of 
friendship and solidarity. The 
Revd Picken invited Muslim 




friends to All Saints’ Church to 
share in a united community 
response which included the 
creation of the CCMR.’ 

Baroness Warsi and Mr Khan 
gave their views on how inter- 
faith relations should work. 

Baroness Warsi, said: ‘A lot of 
inter-faith work I see is about 
fluffy discussions and samosa 
parties where we say we all 
belong to the Abrahamic faith 
and isn’t it wonderful. We now 
need to say “You believe 
something different to me, I’ll 
accept your Christianity on the 
basis of your faith and you 
accept my Islam on the basis of 
my faith.’” 

Churches, said Baroness 
Warsi, were well placed to help 
mosques with their governance. 

She said: ‘Churches have 



coffee mornings, raise funds 
and keep minutes of meetings. 
Mosques aren’t so good at that. 
When I spoke to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury he 
said “how can we support you 
in your governance?” I am sure 

‘No fluffy discussions 
or samosa parties 
where we say we all 
belong to the 
Abrahamic faith and 
isn't it wonderful ’ 
Baroness Warsi 

mosques would be so much 
more comfortable with 
governance advice from a local 
church than from the 
Government.’ 

Mr Khan, who had replaced 
Hazel Blears MP on the event’s 
line-up, said communities 
could not let economic 
difficulties get in the way of 
cohesion. 

He said: ‘Lots of people are 
very worried about their jobs 
and their homes but this 
should not mean and does not 
mean that cohesion no longer 
matters. Strong cohesive 
communities could be best 
placed to ride out the worst of 
the downturn, using the blitz 
spirit.’ 

Mr Picken, High Wycombe 
team rector, described the 



practical impact the CCMR had 
had on High Wycombe, with 
interfaith relations warming 
considerably. ‘This work has 
taken me on a trip to Pakistan 
where I was hosted by Muslims 
and Christians, which has 
informed my view of this town 
and our needs here. 

‘This work has got to have 
local consequences. All the 
words in the world will not 
make the world a better place. 
Coming together and working 
together will,’ he told the 
lecture theatre at 

Buckinghamshire New 

University, which was filled with 
more than 100 people from 
various faith backgrounds. 

Mr Picken added that several 
community based projects had 
developed through the CCMR 
and several more were 
planned. 

He said: ‘There are schemes 
involving people who work to 
bring together young people 
from across the different 
traditions and we have a “Dine 
at Mine” project which is as 
simple as it sounds, groups of 
people from different 
traditions invite one another to 
dinner.’ 



Bishop of Buckingham, the 
Rt Revd Alan Wilson, said: ‘I 
think there are all sorts of signs 

‘This work has to 
have local 

consequences. All the 
words in the world 
will not make the 
world a better placed 
the Revd David 
Picken 

of hope but only if we can get 
away from the business of 
walking on egg shells around 
each other. I was driving to 
Reading a couple of years ago 
and saw a sign in a Halal 
butcher’s window, Halal 
Turkeys , Order Now for Christmas ’. 

The CCMR is a partnership 
of religious leaders, Thames 
Valley Police, local schools and 
colleges, Buckinghamshire 
New University and Wycombe 
District Council. 



IN BRIEF 



Living Faith plan 
for future 

BISHOP of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd John Pritchard’s Living Faith 
paper has been endorsed as a 
future framework for the diocese. 

The vision of the paper is the 
transformation of all human life 
under God. Its purpose is to join 
with God in creating a caring, 
suitable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the 
diocese, enabling every Christian 
and Christian community to live 
and share the love of God, seen in 
the life of Jesus Christ. 

Bishop John told the Diocesan 
Synod the paper was not 
prescriptive but was intended to 
be a palette of colours from which 
people could paint something 

beautiful for God. 



Parish share 

THE average parish share 
increase for the diocese will be 
limited to 3.5 per cent in the 
2009 budget. 

The figure was announced as 
the 2009 budget was adopted 
at the Diocesan Synod meeting 
on 1 5 November. 

Chairman of the Diocesan 
Board of Finance, Brian Newey, 
told the Synod that having 
shaped a strategy that was 
intended to be sustainable, it 
was inappropriate to change 
course at the first gusts of 
recession. The Synod was told 
the Board of Finance would 
continue to assess the financial 
climate. 



Stamp of approval 

THE Church of England has 
welcomed the Royal Mail’s 
decision to issue Christmas 
stamps with a Christian theme 
in parallel to their ‘Pantomime’ 
series. 

Since 4 November, 
customers have been able to 
buy some stamps depicting 
two classic paintings, the 
Madonna of Humility by Lippo 
di Dalmasio, and Madonna and 
Child by William Dyce. 



Lambeth award 

BISHOP of Dorchester the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher has been 
awarded the Cross of St 
Augustine for the part he played 
as a member of the 2008 
Lambeth Conference Design 
Group. 

Bishop Colin was the only 
English member of the group of 
eight bishops responsible for 
planning the conference. He was 
awarded the Cross of St 
Augustine at a ceremony at 
Lambeth Palace. 

In October the Revd Canon 
Wilfred Browning was also 
awarded the Cross of St 
Augustine. Mr Browning is an 
Honorary Canon of Christ Church 
Cathedral. 
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Become a Trustee! 

PACT - Parents And Children Together - is looking for 2 new Trustees. 

PACT is a charity within the Diocese of Oxford, and has three principal operating areas: 

Adoption & Fostering - domestic, inter country & post adoption services 
Housing and Community - homelessness support and children centres 
Education - social care staff qualifications and workshops 

We require 2 people to join the existing board, who are proactive, passionate, enthusiastic and committed to 
securing and maintaining life chances for the children and 
families of Berks, Bucks and Oxon. 

The positions are voluntary and unpaid, and you will need to be available around 2 days a month. 

To complement the existing Trustees we are looking particularly for people who have skill/experience 

in one or more of the following areas: 

Finance, Legal, PR, Marketing. 

To find out more, please ring our Chairman, Malcolm Fearn at 01865 862776, or for an information pack and 
application form e-mail: sandrak@pactcharity.org or ring 01 18 9387600. 

/-a Closing date for applications is 1 2th December 2008. 

Charity No 2852 1 4 





ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 

For admission into Year 7 in the Senior Department 

Tuesday 6 January 2009, 9.00am 




For an application form or prospectus call 0118 966 1000 
or email admissions@st-josephs.reading.sch.uk 

UPPER REDLANDS ROAD READING BERKSHIRE RGI 5JT 
Yvww.st-josephs.reading.sch.uk * Reg. Charity no. 277077 



EWTN 

CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- CHANNEL 589 

Radio is on channel 0147 



For information & free monthly 
programme call 

08700 636734 




Making a 

Difference . . . 




With supported housing and nursing care, the Church 
of England Pensions Board provides security and peace 
of mind in retirement to those who have given their 
lives towards helping others in the name of Christ, 
including Clergy Widows and Licensed Lay Workers. 

We rely on donations and legacies to continue this 
much needed work. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 

The Church of England Pensions Board (CTO) 
FREEPOST 898. LONDON SW1P JYS 
Tel: 020 7898 1800 

Web: www.cofe.angliean.org/about/eepb 
Email: enquiries@cepb.c-of-e.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number; 236627 
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> MEDIA 
STRAINING 



ARE YOU A VOICE FOR YOUR GENERATION? 
PASSIONATE ABOUT GOD AND SENSE 
A CALL TO SERVE HIM IN MEDIA? 



A debt free Christmas 



By Jo Duckies 



IN the current financial climate, we’re 
all feeling the squeeze on our wallets. At 
Christmas time it’s all too easy to get 
caught up in a spending spree, and end 
up with large credit card bills to pay. 

So what are the alternatives? Is it still 
possible to enjoy the festive season 
without breaking the bank? 

Operation Noah’s 2008 campaign, 
Reclaim Christmas, has the strapline, 
‘Shop less, live more, save the earth’. In 
a series of posters the charity is urging 
people to ‘spend like there is a 
tomorrow’ and ‘pray now, buy later.’ 

So Door Editor Jo Duckies set herself 
the challenge of finding ethical ways to 
do her Christmas shopping and beat the 
credit crunch at the same time. 

‘I bought a walking, talking Tigger, two 
lovely clean soft toys, (pictured below) , a 



Online 



Junior Who Wants to Be a Millionaire and a 
selection of books - and all for £20,’ said 
Jo. And if you’re wondering how, I 
visited my local charity shop. Compare 
that to new toys and you have a real 
bargain - and the thought that your 
money has gone to a good cause.’ 

Another way of making sure your 
spending benefits those in need is to 
look for ‘alternative’ gifts from charities. 
At Oxfam, prices start as low as £6 
(school dinners for 100) and go up to 
£50 for a pair of goats, while at World 
Vision you can pay from £5 for a 
mosquito net to £58 to deliver a baby. 

For £29 you can buy organic cotton to 
support cotton farmers in Hyderabad, 
India whose health and land has been 
damaged by pesticides. 

The charity will send a card and fridge 
magnet to your friend or relative, 
explaining how ‘their’ gift has helped. 



For online, ethical shopping visit www.musthavegifts.org.uk or 
www.oxfam.org.uk/shop 

For information on Reclaim Christmas 

visit www.operationnoah.org/reclaimchristmas 



THEN JOIN US AT THE ALL NEW CROSS RHYTHMS MEDIA TRAINING COMMUNITY 



After 25 years pioneering. Cross Rhythms, 
a highly respected UK media ministry, is 
now looking to impart to a younger 
generation the skills and experience 
gained. 



Leam from some truly awesome 
leaders and speakers from around 
the world. Receive loads of in depth 
media training and skills. Plus get 
involved in the live FM radio 
station working environment of 
the Cross Rhythms ministry! 



This 1 2 week course costs 
only £1 950 including daily 
accomodation, transpor- 
tation and food costs. You 
must be at least 1 6. The 
course runs three times in 
2009. 



PLUS, live in Berks, Bucks 
or Oxon? Bursaries are 
now available to cover 
60% of this cost for you! 



For more information 
and to apply go to 

www.crossrhythms.co.uk/ 

mediatrainingcommunity 



CHRISTMAS 



Spotlight on. . . 

DIDCOT 



Priest plummets 
from plane 



FATHER James Baker, curate of St Peter’s 
Church, Didcot is preparing to do a 
parachute jump to raise funds for his 
parish. 

‘I have to admit that it’s a scary prospect 
but I am always prepared to try something 
a bit different. It will be a once in a 
lifetime experience and a good 
opportunity to raise some funds for our 
work in the parish’, he said. 

Father James is set to do the jump on 
December 6. 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 

www.safefoam.co.uk 
Freephone 0800 015 44 33 

Free Sample Pack of foam <Sc fabrics sent by first class mail 



Stained Glass 

01494 * 773712 
David Wasley MA ♦ FMGP 
www. 3rdmillenniumartists.co.uk 
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V UNIVERSAL CARE 

always there 

Are you looking for a change in your life? 
Are you interested in rewarding work? 

Universal Care was founded on the belief that 
the majority of people who need care - be 
they elderly, in poor health, disabled or 
recuperating on discharge from hospital - 
much prefer to remain in their own homes 
wherever possible. 

As a leading provider of friendly and supportive 
care with over 21 years experience, Universal 
Care believe they offer the best choice and 
peace of mind when it comes to care for a 
loved one. 

Universal Care is seeking live-in carers as well 
as daily carers throughout Buckinghamshire 
and Berkshire 

• Minimum pay for live-in carers is £475 per week 

• Holiday pay 

• Full training 

• Paid travel to assignments 

If you want to change your life and the life of 
others call Bruce on 01494 678811 or send 
your details to Universal Care , Chester House , 
9 Windsor End Beaconsfieid, Bucks HP9 2JJ 
www.universal-care.co.uk 




IN TIMES OF NEED 



The loss of a loved one can be an emotional as well as 
stressful time. There are many professionals who can 
ease the burden of preparation for a funeral with their 
expertise and personal service. This Bereavement Guide 
gives details of a few such organisations to help you in 
your time of need or to make things easier for your loved 
ones if you wish to plan ahead through purchasing a Pre 
Payment Funeral Plan. 

To find about advertising in this focus, telephone the 
Cornerstone Christian Media team on 01752 225623 



GREENS FUNERAL 
SERVICES 

Established 1866 



A family owned business with five 
generations of experience, offering a 
personal dignified 24 hour service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Directors Annie Green and Ian Green 



21 High Street, Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 
Fax: 01865 882831 ^ 

8 Bridge Street, Witney, 
Oxford & Memorial Showroom 

Telephone 01993 776486 



News 




Fresh Expressions man is 
new Bishop of Sheffield 



THE man who spearheaded the Fresh 
Expressions movement for the Church of 
England is leaving Oxford to become the 
new Bishop of Sheffield. 

The Revd Dr Steven Croft, (right) 
who was born in Halifax, will be leaving 
his home in Summertown, with his wife 
Ann and moving back to Yorkshire in 
March next year. Steven said: ‘Oxford is 
where Ann and I first met. It’s been very 
special moving back for four or five 
years. I will miss Oxford but I am going 
to a great city’. 

Steven and his family attend St 
Andrew’s church in Oxford and he is 
attached to St Michael and All Angels, 
Summertown, as associate priest. ‘I have 
found the Oxford Diocese to be a really 
supportive one,’ he said. ‘It’s played an 
important part through its Cutting 
Edge Ministries project,’ he said. 

Cutting Edge Ministries was the 
Diocese of Oxford’s own forerunner to 
the national Fresh Expressions 
movement. It has seen the launch of six 
new communities which aim to reach 
out to people who might not normally 
set foot inside a traditional church. 

‘It’s really good to see the plans the 
Church has to take that forward in the 
coming years,’ said Steven, whose 
successor as Fresh Expressions leader 
will be Bishop Graham Cray, who is 
currently Bishop of Maidstone. ‘He will 
move Fresh Expressions into the second 
phase of its life and work. I will have 
more than enough to do in Sheffield 
but I am carrying with me a life-long 
commitment to see Fresh Expressions 




established across the Church of 
England and will do what I can to 
encourage that,’ said Steven. 

Steven has four grown-up children, 
Paul, 24, Andrew, 22, Amy, 20 and 
Sarah, 18. He said: ‘My two daughters 
were 14 and 16 when we moved here 
and have made lots of friends and 
enjoyed life here.’ 

His main hobby is creative writing 
and while in Oxford he published his 
first novel, The Advent Calendar in 2006. 
He said: ‘It’s a nice Christmas tale and I 
have had really nice letters from people 
who have read it.’ 

As Bishop of Sheffield Steven will 
have oversight over the Church of 
England parishes in South Yorkshire 
and parts of the East Riding of 
Yorkshire, near Goole. 

He will be consecrated as bishop by 
the Archbishop of York in the New Year 
and is to be enthroned in Sheffield 
Cathedral in the spring. 



Be a good neighbour 



CHURCH congregations are being 
urged to start Good Neighbour 
Schemes. 

The scheme exists to reach out to 
vulnerable and isolated members of 
local communities. Bishop of 
Dorchester, the Rt Revd Colin 
Fletcher, said: 'Church 
congregations, particularly in villages, 
are often in a unique position to 
foster Good Neighbour Schemes for 
the benefit of their communities. I 
warmly commend this initiative by 
OCVA and I do hope that many will 
consider taking it forward in different 
parts of the county'. 

For more information contact Liz 
Pride on liz.pride@ocva.org.uk or 
01865 251946. 



Obituary 



A CELEBRATION of the life of the 
Revd Dr Michael Starr, who died 
suddenly in Tripoli, Libya, was held on 
1 4 November at St Mary’s, Ashbury, 
Oxon. 

Michael was Associate Vicar at 
Ashbury, Compton Beauchamp and 
Longcot with Fernham from 2000 to 
2006, when he moved with his wife 
Margaret to St Matthew’s Anglican 
Church, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

There he ministered to an 
international congregation and was 
instrumental in establishing Alpha 
Ethiopia. Since the church is situated 
in an impoverished area of Addis 
Ababa he was able to develop a library 
and homework club, also creating a 
breakfast club for the 40 poorest 
children in the neighbourhood. In 
August Michael and Margaret moved to 
Tripoli to Christ the King where sadly 
he died of a heart attack, aged 66. 
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For Christian children there 
can be a big gap between 
church on Sunday and school 
on Monday. Jo Duckies 
reports on what Bishop John 
found out when children were 
invited to give their views on 
evangelism in the diocese. 

( children face the 
same challenges in living out 
their faith in the big wide 
world as adults do. But they 
speak with great affection 
about the church youth groups and 
Sunday school groups which are 
changing their lives. 

And they value the support of their 
families when it comes to seeing 
examples of how to live out the 
Christian faith. 

Bishop of Oxford the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard found this out when he gave a 
group of them the chance to become his 
advisers. 

The children had assembled on a 
freezing cold half term morning at St 
Matthew’s Church, Oxford, as part of 
Bishop John’s consultations on 
evangelism. It was part of 11 Million 
Takeover Day, when children across the 
UK get the chance to make their voices 
heard. 

The morning began with a game, 
before the children got the chance to 
comment on five areas: my God and me, 
my Jesus and others, my world, my 
Christian community and my role in 
church. 

Sarah Jack, 12, when asked how she 
would like to be more involved in her 
church, said: ‘I would like to preach 
more. I preached last year on Takeover 
Day.’ Leyling Lee, 13, said she finds it 
hard to express her faith at school. She 
said: ‘We have chapel at school every 
week and it is so boring. Everyone hates 
it and they think all churches are like 
that and don’t want to go.’ 



Bishop John said: ‘I think this was a 
really imaginative morning because it 
brought children and young people into 
parts of the conversation I’m trying to 
have with the diocese about our purpose 
and strategic direction. 

‘I’m really pleased to hear how it is for 
young people trying to follow Jesus in 
often quite alien contexts, where being a 
Christian is pretty counter cultural. 

‘I have thoroughly enjoyed listening 



and Beaming to see these important 
issues through children’s eyes. 

‘A number of the children have said it 
is difficult to make the connection 
between church on Sunday and school 
on Monday. It can be quite lonely for 
them. There are Christian groups in 
their schools but they find it hard to 
interest their friends in Christian 
groups.’ 

Yvonne Morris, diocesan children’s 



Back, from left, Will Godley, 10, Tom Harrison, 10, Sarah Jack, 12, front, Sam 
Godley, six and Rochelle Jack, nine, at the event. Picture by KT Bruce 



Helping your chit 




DO you want to pray with your child 
but are not quite sure how to get 
started? 

The Mothers’ Union has produced a 
Praying Through The Day resource 
designed to help families pray together 
at home. 

Below is an excerpt from the Praying 
Through The Day: 

•There is no right or wrong way to pray. 
• You do not need special words - 
though some people find value in well- 



used prayers. Use your own words, 
which say exactly what you want to God, 
or use no words. 

• You do not need special places - you 
don’t have to be in church, you can 
pray anywhere! But you may find it 
helps to make a special place which 
everyone knows about, especially at 
bedtime. 

• There are no correct positions - 
though some people find it helpful to 
kneel or put their hands together, 



Make your own Christmas tree decorations 



WHY not get your children to make 
tree decorations from salt dough? 

Candle and star shapes are easy with 
biscuit cutters, but with a bit of creative 
moulding, baby, donkey, kings, 
shepherds and all of the nativity 
characters are possible. 

Ingredients: 250g Plain Flour, 150g 
Salt, 150ml to 200ml of cold water. Mix 



the ingredients into a ball. Roll out 
(not too thin otherwise they break. 
This works best at around 5mm thick) 
and use cutters or mould into desired 
shape (don't forget to make the hole 
for the ribbon before you bake it!) 
Bake in oven Gas Mark 2 until hard all 
the way through - ensure no spongy 
bits. Do it slowly so shapes don't 



break.When baked, paint, varnish and 
attach ribbons. 

Hang on tree at appropriate moment. 
Note - do not allow children to eat the 
mixture! 

Pictured right is a salt dough nativity 
scene made by Megan Wilson, eight. 



Family 

adviser, said: ‘They are struggling with 
exactly the same things grown-ups are 
struggling with. When they talk about 
modernising the church that doesn’t 
mean they want Matt Redman songs 
every week, it is about bridging the 
generation gap. 

‘There is something about the 

They talk about their 
childrens groups and 
Sunday schools with great 
affection. Hold that thought 
if you are a volunteer 
working with children in 
church. What you are doing 
is changing their lives. ’ 



language of church that young people 
find difficult. 

‘There is something that draws them 
to their church community and they are 
happy to go and be part of it, but at the 
same time are desperate for a few more 
of their peers to go.’ 

‘It was clear that families praying 
together, listening to worship CDs and 
reading the Bible regularly make a real 
difference to the faith of young people.’ 

Yvonne said the children’s comments 
demonstrated that they are really savvy 
about the world. 

She said: ‘They looked at what 

children can do to change the world. 

‘Schools are not only giving them 
education about issues but strategies to 
help them feel they are doing 
something about it. 

‘They value feeling part of a Christian 
community. They talk about their 
children’s groups and Sunday schools 
with great affection. 

‘Hold that thought if you are a 
volunteer working with children in 
church. What you are doing is changing 
their lives.’ 



h 




cuddling and/or holding hands may be 
much better. 

Copies cost £3.75p each plus P&P or 
£3.50 each if you order 10 copies or 
more. Cheques can be made payable to 
Mothers Union Oxford. 



ionline 



To find out more visit 
www.muoxford.co.uk. 
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...Would you 
give up this? 

To see more 
of this?... 

What can you buy for 33p these days? Not even a packet of crisps! 

But for LESS than the price of a packet of crisps each day. YOU can share in delivering a message of hope 
to our cities and the clear direction of Christian truth to our youth, in what are increasingly uncertain and 
troubled times. 

Yep. for just 33p a day you can partner with Cross Rhythms to help us keep reaching more than a quarter 
of a million people every month through the Cross Rhythms website, and a potential 1 million people 
through the 4 Cross Rhythms FM radio stations in Stoke-on-Trent, Plymouth, Teesside and Coventry. What 
is more, over 70% of the people you reach are under 35! 

What a great return for 33p! But more than that your 33p doesn't just go towards maintaining these pioneering media platforms. 
Four stations is fantastic but we have a goal to go for 10! Plus, we're now starting to raise up the next generation of 
media voices through our Media Training Community (www.crossrhythms.co.uk/mediatrainingcommunity), AND 
we're even exploring a possible station in the Middle East! 

Amazing! But of course, to keep all these fabulous works going, and to push forward and break open future opportunities 
requires people like you to take that step to partner with us. You can be an investor into making all this an ongoing reality 
for just 33p a day! 

Right now Cross Rhythms is urgently looking for 400 people, partnering with us at just £10 a month (or 33p a day), who's 
hunger is to see God impact our cities, our communities and a youth generation, and who see the powerful influence of 
the media as a vital tool to help make this happen. 

Cross Rhythms began with a God-given prophetic word and has been proven for 25 years as a Godly vision. We believe it 
is a work you can stand with, confident that you are helping to establish a Godgiven strategy in our nation in these days. 
Will YOU be one of our 400 today? 

Target 400 - It's you and us, together, reaching our cities, reaching our youth, now, and into the future. 

Make your pennies count. Join us today! Go to www.crossrhythms.co.uk/target400 to complete a form online or contact 
us today for a form. Call 01782 251000 or email admin@crossrhythms.co.uk 








CRQ55« 

USEXEESSlw 

MUSIC & LIFE www.crossrhytkaM.co.uk 



Sponsored Feature 



A place to relax, 
discuss and learn 



Set in several acres of grounds, nestling amongst the beech woods 
of the Chilterns, The Wycliffe Centre is an ideal place to enjoy a 
relaxing conference, retreat or just simply a peaceful break in a rural 
location. 




Both professional 
and flexible, The 
Wycliffe Centre 
offers 
accommodation 
for up to 200 
people 
and conference 
facilities for up to 
160 people in a 
wide range of 
room sizes and 
styles, to cater 
for individual 
requirements. 

A great haven of 
refreshment and 
encouragement. 




Conferences, Training, 
Church Weekends, 
Alpha Away 
Days & Retreats 

The Wycliffe Centre, Horsley Green 
High Wycombe, Bucks 
HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 682200 




►Wycliffe 




e: centre-enquiries@wycliffe.org 

www.wycliffecentre 




I would like to make a donation of: £ 






. . I want The Mission to Seafarers to treat all donations I have made for this tax year, and the 6 years prior 
[d (As to the year of this declaration, and all donations I make from the date of this declaration, until 
I notify you otherwise, as gift-aid donations. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains 
tax at least equal to the tax that the charity reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year. 



Signature: Date / /2008 

Please make cheques payable to The Mission to Seafarers and return the coupon with payment to: 
The Mission to Seafarers, St Michael Paternoster Royal, College Hill, London, EC4R 2RL. 

I wish/do not wish (delete as appropriate) to receive information about The Mission to Seafarers. 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 



TD1208 



Daddy! 



Caring for seafarers 
around the world 



I don’t want an MP3 player, 

I don’t want a new bi«e, 

I don’t want new trainers, 

I just want you home safely. 

All around the world this Christmas seafarers are parted from their 
families by thousands of miles of open ocean. 

Help us turn back the tide of loneliness. Together we can bridge 
the gap between seafarers and their loved ones. 

|ust £10 will help sponsor phone calls home for seafarers 
who must remain on their ships at Christmas. 

Please support seafarers this Christmas by making 
a donation. Call us now on 020 7248 5202 or visit 
www.missiontoseafarers.org/give 

Registered Charity No. 212432 Scottish Charity No. SC039211 
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Feature 



Coping with 

Dragonflies symbolise grief 




By Jo Duckies 



D RAGONFLY pins are providing a 
subtle way for bereaved people to 
express their grief, thanks to a 
bereavement counsellor and a widowed 
former Oxford mayor. 

Britain’s stiff upper lip culture means 
mourners can be left with no way of 
expressing sadness once the funeral is 
over and they have changed out of their 
black clothes. Bereavement counsellor 
Tessa Wilkinson is aware this leaves 
people feeling their grief has gone 
unnoticed. 

Nine years ago Tessa was left 
struggling with her own grief when her 
sister died from cancer aged 40. Four 
years later her brother-in-law, aged 45, 
also died from the disease. Tessa and 
her husband, Guy, became guardians to 
their three children. 

She says: ‘Even though I was a trained 
bereavement counsellor it was of little 
help. When I was out and about in the 
big wide world I felt exposed and raw 
but I had no way to let anyone know that 
I was coping with such a massive loss.’ 
The idea for the pins came from a 
memorial service held at Tessa’s local 
Church, St Peter’s, Wolvercote. The 
service was aimed at people who had 
been involved in funerals of loved ones 
during the previous year. The service 
was based on the book, Water Bugs and 
Dragonflies by Doris Stickney. 

Tessa says: ‘In the book is a story which 
is used to explain death to children. 



Bugs and grubs are at the bottom of a 
pond. One crawls up the stem of a plant, 
then the next one goes up, but they 
never come back. The ones left behind 
wonder where their friends have gone. 

‘One is about to climb up a stem and 
promises to come back and tell its 
friends what it finds. When he gets 
above the pond he is flying around as a 
dragon fly and he can’t go back because 
he can’t go under water and he wouldn’t 
be recognised. It is a new way of looking 
at death and life after death. This simple 
story is for children but can also work 
for adults.’ 

Attached to the memorial service 
sheets were bits of brown paper 
representing a chrysalis, with a dragon 
fly inside. Tessa said: ‘The service was 
beautiful and really worked well. We 
loved being able to do something 
different, especially inviting people who 
wouldn’t normally attend church. I ran 
a lot of those services for hospices when 
I was up in Leeds.’ 

Historian and former Lord Mayor of 
Oxford Ann Spokes Symonds, was at 
the service because her husband, writer 
and former UN official Richard 
Symonds had died that year. 

Tessa says: ‘Ann put the dragonfly on 
her lapel and when I asked her why she 
said it was because her husband had 
died.’ 

‘Until a few years ago it was quite 
normal for people to wear black when 
someone died. It was a mark of respect 
and other people understood that. 



‘Although it could be argued the 
whole ritual was very oppressive, 
wearing black did at least give those 
who grieved a way to say to the outside 
world, “I am in mourning.” 

‘Today we have no outward symbol to 
let other people know about one of the 
most significant events in our lives. 



[ONLINE 



‘I think that if I had had a tiny symbol 
to wear, like the dragonfly pin, to show 
that I was hurting so much, I would 
have found it really helpful.’ 

Earlier this year Tessa’s latest book, 
Funerals , Memorials and Thanksgiving 
Services was published by Canterbury 
Press. 



Visit www.dragonflypins.co.uk for resources for the newly 
bereaved, suggestions for secular and religious readings for 
funerals and book recommendations 



Light up a Life 



Will’s death prompts grieving 
mum to write book of poetry 




G ILL and Edwin Hartley were 
devastated when their 22-year-old 
son Will died from a mysterious 
lung illness. 

While grieving, Gill wrote more than 
100 poems, which have been published 
in a book My True Son and she is 
planning a series of talks to help other 
parents deal with the loss of a child. The 
book has been endorsed by the Door 
columnist, the Revd Canon David 
Winter, and the foreword written by 
Fiona Castle, widow of the late television 
star Roy. Will, a former pupil at the Royal 
Grammar School in High Wycombe, had 
gone on to achieve a first class history 
degree at Birmingham University. He 
was in the process of applying to train for 
ordination when he was struck down 
with what doctors first thought was 
Multiple Sclerosis in October 2005. 

By December Will, who was Gill and 



Edwin’s only child, was transferred to a 
specialist unit in Leicester. Gill, who 
attends Christ Church, Flackwell Heath, 
Buckinghamshire, says: ‘Within five days 
he seemed to be improving. He was in 
intensive care for five weeks. They never 
found out what they were treating and 
we lost him suddenly. 

‘They did numerous operations and 
even post mortem examinations never 
confirmed what he was suffering from. 

‘He was a lovely young man. He had 
decided when we were at New Wine 
together he wanted to go into the 
Church. I had been delighted with his 
academic achievements and thought he 
could do a lot within the Church.’ 

She says: ‘What I needed at the time 
was support. If you know someone in 
the position I was in, don’t be afraid to 
go to that person.’ 

It is unlike any other type of loss. I 



can’t explain it. 

‘I just hope the talks will help to raise 
awareness. We just want to try and help 
other parents in our situation.’ 

Gill and Edwin are being helped 
through their grief by The 
Compassionate Friends, a support group 
for bereaved parents. ‘The service they 
provide has been a life line to us,’ she 
added. 

Gill’s book, My True Son was released in 
November by Moorley’s, of Derbyshire. 



ONLINE 



Visit 

www.moorleys.co.uk to 
order My True Son 

Visit www.tcf.org.uk to get in touch 
with The Compassionate Friends 



OXFORD’S Helen and Douglas House 
is inviting churches to have a special 
remembrance period during one of 
their Christmas services. 

Helen and Douglas house are hospices 
for children and young peole with life 
limiting illnesses and disabilities. 

Light up a Life is a national hospice 
campaign which allows people to make 
donations in memory of loved ones, who 
are then remembered when speical 
lights are turned on during Christmas 
services. Several churches do this as part 
of their carol services. 

The Light Up a Life leaflets can be given 
out ahead of the service and people who 
want to take part can send the hospice a 
reply slip with their donations. 

In return they will receive a thank you 
card and a remembrance tag for their 
Christmas tree. 

For more information contact Ruth 
Harrison, Helen and Douglas House, 
14A Magdalen Road, Oxford, OX4 1RW, 
01865 794749. 
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ROPERPENBERTHY 



CHOICE 



Especially for readers of this paper 




‘ Hello David I’m God’ 



(...and don't you ever forget it!) 

An honest, humorous and sometimes 
painful account of one man's 
experience of someone he simply 
calls Father. 

‘ Leaves us marvelling at God's 
intimate care and His interest in 
every aspect of our lives.' From the 
Foreword. 

This is the story of an ordinary 
young man from South London, who 
responded to the love God showed 
him and whose life turned into an 
adventure as he learnt to hear, trust 
and obey the voice of the God he 
calls ‘ Father V 

To order your copy go to 
www.roperpenberthy.co.uk or return 
the coupon below, with a cheque for 
£9.99 made payable to 
‘RoperPenberthy Publishing Ltd', to 
RoperPenberthy Publishing, PO Box 
656, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 3EU. 

Paperback 198x1292mm, 208pp. 
Price £7.99 plus £2.00 p&p 

Please send me a copy of ‘ Hello David Pm 
God ’ . I enclose a cheque for £9.99 

Name: 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Rev: 

Address 1: 



Address 2: 



Town: 

County: 

Post Code: 

Contact tel no: 

Email (optional): 

Offer code: CV1208GV 

Return this coupon to RoperPenberthy 
Publishing, PO Box 656, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 
3EU with a cheque for £9.99. 
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Jo Duckies meets the choristers who are excited they will be staying at school until Christmas 



HEN most children hang 
up their stockings it is 
already several days after 
they ran out of the class 
room singing ‘school’s 
out for Christmas.’ But for the young 
choristers who regularly sing at services at 
Oxford’s Christ Church Cathedral, 
rehearsals continue as usual in the week 

leading up to December 25^. 

Despite their rigorous schedule, the 
boys, aged from eight upwards, have a 
fantastic time during that week, with 
parties and treats from hide-and-seek in 
the cathedral to pantomimes and ice 
skating laid on for them. 

The rehearsals lead up to Christmas 
Eve, when they will be performing the 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols. The 
lessons move from Old Testament 
prophecies through to the Christmas 
story, interspersed with a selection of 
carols. 

Afterwards the boys enjoy supper and 
party games together with head master, 
Martin Bruce (pictured above) and his 
wife, KT. 

They stay at the school that night and 
wake in their rooms on Christmas 
morning to be presented with stockings 
and a special breakfast. 

On Christmas Day they don’t have to 
get up until 8am, compared to their 
normal working day when younger 
choristers arise at 6.45am, and older ones 
at 6.15am, ready for their early morning 
rehearsals. 

In term time they sing at services every 
day except Mondays and Wednesdays, 
including three on Sundays. 

The boys say they don’t miss being at 
home with their families on Christmas 
morning. 

Andrew Blyth, 11, is an only child who 




says he likes being with all his friends 
when he opens his stocking. ‘At home it is 
boring running down to the tree by 
myself,’ he says. 

His friend Mitchell Keely, also 11, says: 
‘Before I was a chorister my sister and I 
would talk upstairs about our presents 
and we were happy if they were big but as 
you get older you want small and 
expensive things. 

‘When you have Christmas morning at 
school it becomes more exciting.’ 

Ben Laxton, 12, says: ‘It is more fun 
being here in a big group of friends. 
When you are at home it is a big rush to 
get ready for the morning. It is nice to be 
here for the treats on Christmas Eve.’ 

Ryoto Sakai, who is from Tokyo, said: 
‘My mum and dad are in Tokyo and there 
we don’t celebrate Christmas in the same 
way we do here. Being a chorister means I 
have found out how to celebrate 
Christmas.’ 

The choristers loo^ forward to the 
Christmas Eve service, which they say is 
more fun than usual. 

Sam Clark, 12, says: ‘Between carols 
there are letters to Santa and lessons that 



are quite funny.’ 

Fergus O’Neil, 13, who now sings tenor 
because his voice has broken, added: The 
sermons are more jolly than the usual 
Sunday morning ones.’ 

In the run-up to the services, organist 
Dr Stephen Darlington (pictured below) 
leaves it until the last minute to announce 
who will be singing the solos, to stop the 
young singers getting anxious. 

Martin and KT look forward to 
arranging the Christmas treats for the 
boys around Stephen’s rehearsal 
schedule. 

Martin’s love of choral music began 
when he was a child chorister in London 
and led him to become a choral scholar at 
Durham University. 

‘One of the reasons I was attracted to 
become head master here was because I’d 
been a chorister and I understand what 
the life is like,’ he says. 

‘The choristers can’t get away with 
anything with me because I’ve already 
done it. I can sing with them and I can 
sing at Worcester College which is 
unusual for a head master in my position. 

‘I enjoy Christmas here. Our children 
are grown up so it’s actually rather nice. 
We serve the boys breakfast on Christmas 
morning, and give them stockings, which 
is fun. v 

‘Once the morning services are over 
they come back here for a bite to eat 
before they go off home. 

‘The parents stay for champagne and 
canapes before heading home for the rest 
of Christmas.’ 

Martin says the school does not have to 
work hard to motivate the choristers, 
despite their busy schedule. 

He says: ‘They jolly each other along. 
Stephen is an approachable sort of man 
and the boys respond to that by giving 
him their very best because they don’t 
want to let him down. 

‘The discipline of being a chorister is 
good for you. 

‘It means when you are faced with a 
deadline you already have the discipline 
you learnt as a chorister because you 
know that by the end of a rehearsal you 
have to be ready for the service. It 
provides a valuable legacy for the whole of 
your adult life.’ 

Stephen has been Christ-Church 
organist for 23 years, but always delights 
in arranging music for the cathedral’s 
services. 

‘Every year Christmas comes around 
and every year we have well known carols 
like O Little Town of Bethlehem and Once in 
Royal David's City and every year we add in 
something new and different,’ he says. 

This year audiences can expect some 
carols sung in French and one in Gaelic. 
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Pictured are Christ Church Cathedral School choristers, front, Ben Laxton, Andrew Blyth, Ryota Saki, Jamie Blinko and back, Toby Strong and Sam Clark. 
Photo by KT Bruce 



Vlt’s a time of year when people want to 
be uplifted’, says Stephen. * 

‘There are a lot of people who engage 
with Christmas and Christmas music who 
don’t normally engage with music in the 
Church. 

‘It is important to carry a message of joy 
and optimism for the world. 

‘I keep that at the back of my mind 
when I’m choosing all the music as well as 
all the different elements of the story 
which we hope are illustrated by these 
very familiar carols. ’ 

He finds it hard to define his favourite 
part of the festive seasoil. He says: ‘The 
Nine Lessons and Carols service is a 



highlight. There is something very 
powerful about that. Then we have the 
Christmas concert at St John’s, Smith 
Square, in London on 15 December with 
our full choir, which is wonderful. 

‘We do the same concert on December 
17 and 20 at Christ Church. 

‘They are slightly lighter and have a 
more liberated programme than the 
liturgical ones. The choir is professional. 
Singing at services is what they do every 
day but at Christmas everyone is touched 
by excitement, particularly children. 

‘They love singing carols, everyone does 
and they love seeing an immediate 
response from those who are listening. 



‘The imagery of songs like The Holly and 
the Ivy and We Three Kings is very vivid.’ 

He said the rapid turnover of choristers 
makes his job exciting. 

‘Each year I watch the progress of the 
children growing up, then their voices 
break and new generations come up 
behind,’ he says. 

‘Quite a few of the choristers go on to 
have professional music careers. Music is 
embedded in their psyche because it’s 
been the fabric of their lives for four or 
five years.’ 

For details of the Christmas services at 
Christ Church Cathedral turn to 
Doorpost on page 12. 
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Ed returns as Christ Church Sub Dean 



T HE Christmas Eve services will be 
some of the first that the Very Revd 
Ed Newell will attend when he 
returns to Oxford as Sub Dean of Christ 
Church Cathedral. 

Ed is coming to Christ Church from St 
Paul’s Cathedral, where he was Chancellor 
for seven-and-a-half years. Before that he 
was well known in the Oxford Diocese as 
Chaplain to former Bishop, the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries. He has also been a 
curate in Deddington and the Barfords. 
He will be installed at Christ Church on 

December 13^ and will be attending the 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols on 
Christmas Eve. ‘I’m very much looking 
forward to the service. It was a real 
highlight when I was Bishop’s Chaplain. It 
is one of those^services that is so 
important as it appeals to a wide 
constituency.’ As Chancellor of St Paul’s, 
Ed established the St Paul’s Institute, 
which aims to recapture the cathedral’s 
historic rolfe as a centre for education and 
public debate. There he arranged events 
with politicians and dignitaries including 
Kofi Anan when he was United Nations 
Secretary General and Gordon Brown. 



‘We could have filled the cathedral twice 
for Gordon Brown and Kofi Anan,’ said 
Ed. ‘We’ve held events on everything 
from contemporary childhood, 
sustainable development, climate change, 
the Millennium Development Goals and 
poverty reduction. We put on these events 
and made them accessible to as wide an 
audience as possible. We have attracted 
five Nobel Prize winners. 

‘I’m very drawn to cathedral ministries 
as they offer unique opportunities for 
engaging with wider society, inclqding 
constituencies parish churches may not be 
able to engage with. Oxford is extremely 
well placed to bring in extremely 
thoughtful and knowledgeable people. 

I’m interested in those people who realise 
that the Church has something to offer 
but may not necessarily think of churches 
as natural partners. I’ve worked with the 
Department for International 
Development and other organisations that 
wouldn’t normally work with churches. 

‘We’ve found areas of common ground 
where a faith perspective has something to 
say and entered into constructive dialogue 
with them. I’m interested in education 




and I think that Christ Church has 



enormous potential for educational work 
with a mission, outreach focus, drawing 
on what I have been doing at St Paul’s.’ 
Ed, (pictured above) will be returning 
to Oxford with his wife Susan, daughter, 
Sarah four, and son Matthew who was 
born in October. 



College Student 

to assist older 
retired professional 
to throughly deep 
clean her home 
monthly. 

Must be highly 
intelligent. 

Pay raise after training. 
Pleasant surroundings. 

01865 722087 




__ AVAILABLE 

National 
^Fruit 
^Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) ana many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 



01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info©deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.ulc 



To advertise in 

The Door 

: call 

01752 225623 



AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR. HISTORICAL. 
POETRY. SPIRrrUAb'SELF-HELP 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 





For Holidays 
Turn To 
Page 1 2 



Septic Tank / Cesspool 
emptying from £80 

Domestic / trade liquid waste 
removal and industrial cleansing 

For a friendly personal service 
call our free 24 hour hotline: 

0800 0285 942 



www.tes-ltd.co.uk 

•conditions apply 



Equipping leaders for Christian Ministry 

We offer a range of courses full, part-time, 
degree, certificate or as a visiting student 

Find out more at our 
Open Day on January 24th 2009 



Book now at www.wycliffehall.org.uk/openday 
or for more information contact: 

John Michaux, Admissions Officer 
on 01865 274205 or admissions@wydiffe.ox.ac.uk 
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Cheddar ‘Wells • Glastonbury 

Self catering, short and tong stays. 

Our cottages are comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 

www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
email: info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

01749672857 



Holidays at Home 



if Somerset 



BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage near sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 
No smoking 

Sorry, no children or pets. 
Parking available 

TEL: 01202 762532 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



Retreats 



H ST COLUMBA'S 
HOUSE 

Retreat fit Conference Centre 

Refurbishing for the 2 1st century 
A quiet place to meet and retreat 
please contact: ST COLUMBA'S HOUSE 
MAYBURY HILL, WOKING, SURREY GU22 8AB 
TELEPHONE: 01483 766498 
E-MAIL: retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
WEBSITE: www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
REGISTERED CHARITY No 240675 



NEW LUXURY 
SIX-BERTH 
CARAVAN 

on award-winning 5 
Star Littlesea Holiday 
Park in Weymouth. 
Owned by Christian 
family. Dates 
available throughout 
2009. 

For brochure or 
info call 07811 
343335 



Holidays Abroad 



' ISRAEL 

Let the bible come alive 
Tour with Chris & Lindy Hill 
11, 13 & 15 day tours 
Brochure Tel: 

01763 272210 
Email: 

clbibletours@btinternet.com 

www.clministries.org.uk 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

bripat@brialdon@freeserve.co.uk 




Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

unvw. wolstenhomes. co. uk 



PILGRIMAGES 
, TO ISRAEL? 

Call the experts 
ITS - Pilgrimages 

Freephone 
Tel: 0800 0181 839 
www.itstravel.co.uk 
ATOL • ABTA • LATA 



Insurance 



Travel insurance 

Arranged for The Month Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 



We have some of the best prices in the 
UK for anybody up to 85 years of age. 



HAPPY CHRISTMAS 

RECEIVE 10% OFF IF YOU MENTION THIS 
ADVERT WHEN CALLING 



For more information and 
details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 



The Door post 

Courses, training, conferences 8c workshops in December 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on 
church noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church 
House. The deadline for the January 2009 issue is 5 December 2008. 




Tuesday 



AYLESBURY: St Mary’s Church 
at 7.30pm. Amaryliss Piano Trio 
playing Beethoven, Schubert and 
Dvorak. Admission £8.50 (under 
1 8s free). 

Wednesday 3 



OXFORD: Council of Christians 
and Jews. ‘What more is there to 
say about Christian-Jewish 
relations?’ Rabbi Andrew 
Goldstein at the Oxford Jewish 
Centre, Richmond Road at 8pm. 

OXFORD: Diocese of Oxford 
Mothers’ Union Winter Meeting at 
Benson Parish Hall 0X10 6LZ 
from 1 0.30am - 3pm. Speaker: 
The Right Revd Richard Inwood, 
Bishop of Bedford. 

TILEHURST: St Mary Magdalen 
at 7.30pm. Christmas concert 
with Reading Concert Singers. 
Programmes £5 (under 1 6 
£2.50). 

Friday 5 



BUCKLEBURY: Spanish 
Christmas Service at St Mary’s, 
Bucklebury Village at 7pm. 
Peruvian craft and exhibition of oil 
paintings from Peruvian artists. 

Saturday S/Sunday 7 



KIDLINGTON: 6 December. 
Annual Fair Trade Fair. Exeter Hall, 
Kidlington 1 0am - 4pm. For 
further details ring 01865 375916 
or email 

margaretjday-ftf@yahoo.co.uk 

HIGH WYCOMBE: 6 December. 
Christmas bazaar at St Mary and 
St George 2.30 pm. 

HIGH WYCOMBE: 6 December. 
All Saints, Castle Street. Organ 
recital by Tim Wakerell at 1 2 
noon. 

TUBNEY: 6 December. 

Christmas bazaar in Tubney 
Church, Oxford Road (A420) at 
2pm. Free parking. 

SANDHURST: 6 and 7 

December. Community Christmas 
Tree Festival at St Michael and All 
Saints, 1 2 noon - 6pm. Admission 
free. 

AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: 

7 December 

CafeCarols@StMichaels at St 
Michael’s Church HP6 5DR from 
6pm to 7pm. The Church will be 
turned into a Cafe. Come along 
and choose the carols you would 
like to sing. In support of the 
work of Crisis at Christmas. 



Monday S 



OXFORD: Christ Church 
Cathedral at 7pm. ‘Listening to 
the Space.’ Speaker: Mrs Sue 
Whorton. 

Wednesday 10 



READING: St A ones with St Paul 
Church, Northumberland Avenue 
at 7.30pm. Christmas concert 
with Reading Concert Singers. 
Programmes £5 (under 1 6 
£2.50). 

Thursday 1 1 



IVER: St Peter’s Church. 
Christmas Tree Festival. Open 
daily from 11 to 1 4 December 
10am - 7pm. 

Saturday 13 



WOODSTOCK: Wootton Village 
Hall. Christmas bazaar 2pm - 4 
pm. 

WITNEY: High Street Methodist 
Church 7.30 pm. Witney 
Interchurch Singers present 
‘Rumours of Angels’ by Graham 
Kendrick. Tickets £5 (concessions 
£3) available from St Andrew’s 
Bookshop, Witney. 

OLNEY: St Peter and St Paul 
Church at 7.30pm. Stantonbury 
Brass presents a Christmas 
celebration. For further details 
phone 01234 713464. 

Sunday 14 



COOKHAM: Holy Trinity Church. 
‘Rumours of Christmas’ - A 
reflective service for Advent and 
Christmas at 6.30pm. 



Monday 15 



OXFORD: Christ Church 
Cathedral at 7pm, ‘A location for 
prayer with and for women’. 
Speaker: Canon Marilyn Parry. 



“hursday 18 



ORD: Come and sing carols with 
the Oxford Oxfam group at 
7.30pm outside St Michael at the 
Nortngate Church, Cornmarket 
Street. 

Friday 19 



FINGEST: 10.15am Healing 
service with laying-on of hands 
and anointing at Holy Communion. 
For further details ring 01491 
571231. 

Saturday 20 



OXFORD: Oxford’s first open air 
carol service will be in the newly 
opened Bonn Sauare at 4pm The 
Bishop of Oxford will give a short 
Christmas message and there will 
also be a dramatisation of the 
Christmas story. Free hot 
chocolate and mince pies will be 
served after the service. 

Sunday 21 



COOKHAM: Holy Trinity Church, 
compline by Candlelight 6.30 pm 
- 7pm. 

Monday 22 



OXFORD: Christ Church 
Cathedral at 7pm, Compline, 
Speaker: Canon Sarah Foot. 



Special events 

Earth from the Air Exhibition at 

Oxford Castle until 1 1 January 2009. A 
free outdoor exhibition of over 1 20 giant 
photographs of images of the world 
with facts and data that will make 
Christians think hard about 
sustainability issues. Further details see 
www.wecommunic8. 
com/earthfromtheair/ 

Quiet Day at The Oak House Quiet 
Garden, Caversham, Reading led by 
Leslie Maynerd on 1 6 December from 
1 0am - 3pm. To book a place please 
phone Mrs Maynerd on 01 189476067. 

Wanted: Friends for the Door. We 

are still looking for people to champion 
the Door in their churches. This means 
making sure people know that a new 
issue is out and what’s in it (we’ll send 
you a check list), and encouraging 
people to take it home with them. In 



return, we’ll invite you to a special tea 
with Bishop John next summer. We’ll 
also enter your name into a prize draw 
to win free tickets to Waddesdon 
Manor and two annual passes to the 
Oxford Botanical Gardens. To find out 
more, ring 01865 208225. 

Watch out for mince pies. Three of 
our bishops will giving away mince pies 
to shoppers during the run-up to 
Christmas. The pies come with a 
‘Christmas Ingredients’ card explaining 
the Christmas story. On Monday 15 
December, Bishop Alan will handing 
them out in High Wycombe. On 
Tuesday 16 December Bishop 
Stephen will give them out in Bracknell, 
and on Saturday 20 December, Bishop 
John will be offering them to shoppers 
in Oxford. Churches and schools will 
also be giving them away as part of their 
seasonal outreach. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

The carol services: 

Tuesday 23 December at 7.30pm 
and Wednesday 24 December at 
3pm. 

Other Christmas services: 

Friday 1 2 December 1 .30pm - 
Christingle Service. Saturday 20 
December 4pm - Crib service. 
Christmas Eve 1 1 .30 pm - 
Midnight Eucharist. Christmas Day 
8am - Holy Communion (1662); 

1 0am - Sung Matins; 1 1 .1 5am 
Sung Eucharist. 

Cathedral Office 01865 276155 
Cathedral Secretary: 

sally-ann.ford@chch.ox.ac.uk 

www.chch.ox.ac.uk 
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Christmas is known as a time for giving. From 
our childhood years we enjoy the excitement of 
receiving gifts, not because of their monetary 
value, or greed, but because someone has 
remembered us. Father Christmas may have 
delivered the gifts, but they were given by a 
favourite aunt, our parents or friends. 

When we grew older we also learned that it was 
good to give as well as receive, and we would 
save our pocket money and learned the joy that 
mum’s smile could bring when she opened her 
gift. How did we guess exactly what is was that 
she wanted? 

At Christmas we also remember families, friends 
and acquaintances. With the heavy use of the 
internet and mobile phones these days when 
keeping in touch with those we care for, it could 



well be that in many cases the only time we now 
put pen to paper when we keep in touch is to 
sign that card at Christmas time! For many of us 
it is a time of reflection, when we think about 
those who have passed on, this can be with 
gladness as well as sadness. Its a time to catch 
up with families and friends over the festive 
season right up until new year when we look 
again to the past but then to the future. 

There has been a lot of talk about recession and 
the credit crunch and yet to be truthful most of 
us will still be far better off than many in this 
country and certainly most of the third world. 
There might be cutbacks for some of us but its 
not very likely that we'll really be going without. 

There is also a certain spiritual and social 
poverty around and many people are likely to 



find themselves lonely over the Christmas time. 
There are those who have no one to share the 
celebration with and this loneliness will be all the 
more noticeable to them at a time when 
everyone else seems to have somewhere to go, 
and someone to share the holiday with. It isn't 
easy to prepare a Christmas dinner for one. 
There's still time to look around your church or 
to check on the neighbours to see if there is 
someone Christmas seems to have overlooked. 

With many of us turning Christmas into a week 
long break there's lots to organise and time to 
fill. The church will of course be brimming with 
activity and so will the secular world outside. 
Pantomimes and family shows, shopping and a 
whole host of specials on the television. It could 
speed by so quickly that if you don't take the 
odd moment out it will be over before you've 
even thought what it was all about. 

It could be the central theme of the Christmas 
story of Mary and Joseph looking for somewhere 
safe where their child could be born that helps 
us to think of those in need. It could be our 
understanding of the baby Jesus as a gift from 
God himself, or the gifts brought by the wise 
men and the humble shepherds but we certainly 
understand that Christmas is not only a time of 
giving to each other, but as a time of giving to 
those less fortunate. There are many charities 
that appeal for funds at this time of year 
because it is a time when folk are a little more 
generous, take your time and search around, 
which will benefit from your thoughtfulness this 
Christmas time? 

If you really cant afford a monetary gift, can you 
offer the gift of time? 



To advertise in 
The Door 
call 

01752 225623 





LIFE-CHANGING GIFTS 
BRAND NEW WORSHIP MUSIC AT 




NOEL RICHARDS 

Heaven's King 



STUART TOWNEND 

Beautiful Saviour 



LOUIE GIGUO 

How Great Is Our God 
£12.99 




THOUSANDS MORE REGULAR CDS AT 

mnmm 



GREAT READS FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON: 




KT [ at\ (vt 



Infinite -Adornments 

Christian Jewellery 






www.inf.co.uk 
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joy To tHT 

NEXT WE SHALL SING 
is a new title which will 
encourage choirmasters or 
worship leaders. Author, 
playwright, actor and 
ex-DJ Tony Jasper 
discusses: 

P How to make the most 
of traditional hymns. 
P What to do about the 
“;•/ surfeit of hapless 

material for children. 

P Those trends in 
modem music that 
may offer a more 
satisfying way forward 
than choruses. 

978-1897913-82-6 254pp 
.RRP.jE9.99 
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Save 10% on Fair Trade ■ 
Christmas gifts with this advert , 



Hand-crafted Gifts 
Chocolates 
Stocking Fillers 
Christmas Cards 



Fairtrade 
at St. Michaels 

aOlMING. GIFrS KX)Q HOMEWARES 

A unique Fair Trade shop . 

in the heart of Oxford | 

I 

St Michael at the North Gate, t 

Commarket Street, Oxford ■ 

(opposite The Works) _ 

I 

www.fairtradeatstmichaels.co.uk i 
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Customer frtevuM# 

design & print 

for ail your business needs 

Cornerstone Vision publishes this Diocesan newspaper. 
We also serve the needs of businesses all over the UK 
with excellent design and 
print services 

• Business Stationery 

• Brochures 

• Leaflets 

• Websites 

For a competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 
service@cornerstonevision.com 





Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 



Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 




defaqto 



2008 



To get a FREE no-obligation quote for Home Insurance 

visit www.ecclesiastfcal.com/diohonne 

Please quote promotion code: DIOPIO 
or call us on 0845 777 3322 

Open 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday 

email us at lnform 0 tiofi<iecclesi«stical.com 



Insuring, Investing and Protecting 



some things are meant to last 

It’s easy to understand why over 96 G /o of customers stay with 
Ecclesiastical Home Insurance year after year. As well as our generous 
buildings and contents cover, we also include Sentinel Card Protection* 
against loss or theft for all your credit, debit, and store cards. 



Our Home Insurance is rated five stars by Defaqto, an 
independent financial data collection and research company 
- and that means it’s among the best you can get. 

We’re the leading insurer of the Anglican Church Sn the UK, 
and offer all readers a 10°/o discount on Home Insurance 
PLUS an extra 10% discount when you buy online. So you 
could save up to 20%. 

Not about to renew your Home Insurance? 

Just tell us what month you renew, and we’ll call you then. 



HOME INSURANCE 






* Worth around £20 per year when purchased as separate insurance. 



Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic. (EIO) Reg. No. 24869. Ecclesiastical Insurance Group pic. (EIG) Reg. No. 1718196. Ecclesiastical Life Ltd. 
(ELL) Reg. No. 243111. Ecclesiastical Investment Management Ltd (EIM) Reg. No. 2170173. Allchurches Mortgage Company Ltd. (AMC) 
Reg. No. 1974218. Ecclesiastical Financial Advisory Services Ltd. (EFAS) Reg. No. 2046087. Ecclesiastical Risk Services Ltd. (ERS) Reg. No. 6290300. 
All companies are registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL 1 1JZ, UK. Tel: 0 1 452 528533. EIO, ELL, EIM & EFAS are 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority and are members of the Financial Ombudsman Service. EIO & ELL are members of the 
Association of British Insurers and EIM is a member of the Investment Management Association. 



Reaching Christians throughout the country. 

Cornerstone Vision are delighted to represent the Door through their sales team in 
Plymouth. The Door is one of six Anglican newspapers who's combined circulation 
exceeds 150,000 copies. 

With titles who's distribution stretches from Somerset in the west, with The 
Grapevine to The Month which serves the Chelmsford Diocese in the east, 
individual circulations are as high as 38,000 copies. The Door which covers the 
Oxford Diocese is the newest member of the family that also includes The Sarum 
Link for the Salisbury Diocese, Pompey Chimes in Portsmouth and the Wey that 
serves Guildford. 

All titles are useful individually for targeted regional advertising while larger 
advertisers can benefit from the very high group circulation. All of the titles offer 
excellent discount rates for series bookings whilst further discounts are available 
when several titles are used. 

Excellent features look at subjects as diverse as Education, The Aged, Places to 
Visit, Exhibitions and much more. Our regular Directory section is popular with 
both large and small holiday providers. 



Don't plan an advertising campaign without checking out how Cornerstone can 
help you. 



For more details or to ask for a Rate Card, call 01752 225623. 




iiriltnng Conserbation 

SPECIALISTS IN: 

• CHURCH DECORATION • 

• CHURCH RENOVATION • 

• STONE RESTORATION • CLEANING • 

• MASONRY • ROOFING • STAINED GLASS • 

• WORK AND LISTED BUILDINGS • 



onserbation Co. (titlt) lUb 

iscoBservattonuk @ hotnruiil co ,uk 



In God There is 
World Peace 




"Thank you for your help 
and advice, hard work 
and patience with out 
recent car purchase, it is 
ideal, jus! what we had 
hoped for." 

Rev & Mrs laws 



finance Available 



Good news for car buyers 



autosave f 



Call an Autosave Personal 
Advisor now on 0845 122 6902. 

Well save you time: 

Our experienced advisors 
can help you decide on the 
right car for your needs. 

Well give you total peace of 
mind: 

Minimum 12 months parts 
& labour guarantee 

* Minimum 12 months 
roadside assistance 
HPI/VMC mileage and 
history check 

* Free accident management, 
scheme. 

Well give you excellent value: 

* Passing on the benefits of 
our massive buying power 

* Cars from just £2,995 

* Part exchanges welcome 

* Finance available 

www.autosave.co.uk 



OUR TEAM HAS OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO 
THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
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Arts 




Nativity in Aldermaston 



See the York Myste 



Win The Adventures of Naughty Nora 

THERE is a little bit of naughtiness inside everybody, according 
to the blurb on the back of The Adventures of Naughty Nora by 
Bishop Stephen Cottrell. 

And the Door has three copies of the book, published by 
Barnabas, to give away in this month’s prize draw. To be in 
with a chance of winning, simply send your name and address 
on a postcard to NN Competition, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 ONB, by Friday, 5 
December. The winners will be randomly drawn after that 
date. 





International record launch in Finchampstead 



INTERNATIONAL a cappella ensemble 
VOCES8 will be launching their new single 
Evensong at St James’ Church, 
Finchampstead, Berkshire on 2 December. 

The church is featured in the Evensong 
video and money raised at the concert be 
donated to its restoration fund. The song 
is described as a re-write of the original 
Miss Marple theme tune which dramatises 
the contemporary conflict between 
traditional and permissive values. 

The ensemble’s album, also called 
Evensong will be released on 1 December. 



VOCES8, pictured above, was founded 
in 2003 brothers Paul and Barnaby Smith. 
The Smiths are ex-choristers of 
Westminster Abbey, live in 
Finchampstead and have strong links 
with the church. VOCES8 won first prize 
at the International Choral Grand Prix in 
Italy in 2005. 



ONLINE 



For more information 
visit www.voces8.com 




♦UNICEF (published in The Lancet. September 2008) f78.3% of your donations goes direct to charitable accivities.The rest goes to generating funds and governance. 



World Vision 



my fifth 

birthday? 



9.2 million children under 5 died in 2007, most of them from preventable 
diseases.* Our vision and prayer is that every child can live life in all its 
fullness. For 60p r a day, you can help a vulnerable child and their community 
gain access to basic healthcare, education, enough food and clean, 
safe water. Your support will help them change their world for good. 



“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to the least of these... you did it to me 
Matthew 25:40, NRSV 



Please become a child sponsor now. 

Call 0800 50 10 IOorvisitworldvision.org.uk 
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Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 

UNLOCKING PEOPLE RELEASING POTENTIAL 



GOVERNMENT MINISTER 
PAYS TRIBUTE TO WORK 
OF GILEAD FOUNDATIONS 

Gilead foundations, the Christian rehabilitation centre located on a 320-acre 
dairy farm in the West Country has scooped the top prize in a national 
Dragon's Den' style competition which gives charities the chance to become 
social enterprises. 

Housing Minister lain Wright announced that following expert coaching and advice 
from Price Waterhouse Coopers Devon-based Gilead Foundations had beaten off 
strong competition to win £90,000 to help develop its organic farm operations. 

The first prize was awarded as part of the Government-backed Spark 
initiative, designed to encourage voluntary sector organisations to generate 
revenue through social enterprise. 

Gilead provides a highly-successful rehabilitation programme for people 
with life-controlling addictions, supporting them back into 
independent living through skills and routines that include 
farm working, catering and business skills. 

The £90.000 prize will help establish an organic soft cheese 
enterprise at Gilead, providing much needed funds to help 
finance their work, which has helped literally hundreds of 
people from all backgrounds and walks of life over the past 
17 years. 

Gilead currently provides accommodation, rehabilitation, 
training and employment for up to 30 men and women, 
many of whom were homeless before arriving at the 
farm.As part of the winner s package Gilead will receive 
expert advice and management support from Price 
Waterhouse Coopers, whose senior manager Victoria 
McMillan said: "Gilead’s programme is amazingly 
successful, with fantastic rehabilitation success rates. 

That’s all down to their inspirational leadership team.” 

lain Wright said: The scheme shows what can be achieved by people and organisations 
adopting an enterprising approach to tackling homelessness, giving former homeless people the 
opportunity to get involved in the workplace, to help end the cycle of homelessness. I know 
£ilead. along with other winners in the Spark competition, will make a huge difference to many 
more peoples lives" 

Gilead offers a 60-week programme for men and women, couples, single parents and whole 
families who are in need of residential rehabilitation to help overcome their addiction problems. 

Students take part in a relapse prevention programme during their stay at the farm. This is based 
on the Genesis Process, which is used with great success by organisations across the world. 

Developed by Michael Dye, an international certified addiction counsellor. Genesis is an 
integration of Biblical principles, proven relapse prevention techniques, cognitive therapy and 
the latest research in neurochemistry. 

Genesis helps students in group therapy and one-to-one counselling to identify the deep-rooted 
causes of their addictive behaviour, administering deep, spiritual healing as part of the process. 



Samaritan initiative: 
helping save lives 




Devon-based Gilead Foundations, like most organisations 
offering drug and alcohol rehabilitation services, relies 
heavily on fund-raising and the generosity of supporters to 
maintain its work. 

Despite the massive problems of addiction in the UK. only a fraction of the real 
cost to society is spent on dealing with prevention and rehabilitation. 

Ian Samuel, founder and general manager of Gilead Foundations said: "A recent 
report has shown that for every £1 spent on drug treatment at least £9.50 is 
saved in crime and health costs.” 

Research has revealed that illegal drug use has cost Britain £110 billion over 
the past decade while just £3 billion has been spent trying to tackle addiction. 

Each person who remained dependent on illegal drugs cost the taxpayer 
about £44.000 in medical criminal justice and social costs, according to 
the charity Addaction. 

The figures are rising and the total costs are now running at more 
than £16 billion a year. But just three per cent of all spending on the 
problem has gone on tackling addiction, the charity said. 

Addaction chief executive Deborah Cameron said: 
Illegal drug use is costing the UK taxpayer £16.4 
billion a year, which is more than 
one-and-a-half times the cost of the Olympic 
Games in 2012. 

"Many of the millions spent by the Government 
on dealing with the consequences of the 
hugely profitable drugs trade in this country 



could be recovered if drug users were given a better route out of a life 
dependent on drugs.” 

Ian Samuel said that some of the students who are accommodated at Gilead 
are funded by local authorities and other funding bodies, but many others have 
to rely on family, friends and sponsors to pay their fees. 

“It costs an average of over £370 per week for each student during the 
60-week programme at Gilead but some students can only contribute their 
housing and unemployment benefit towards the cost. It means Gilead may 
have to cover a deficit of over £200 a week for each student” he added. 

Gilead has launched a Good Samaritan’ initiative to help raise funds to support 
students who cannot obtain funding for their treatment. 

"Like the Good Samaritan Jesus spoke of. who paid someone to take care of the 
wounded man he helped until they were fully recovered, we are appealing to 
people to become a Samaritan for a Gilead student. 

"A donation of as little as £5 a month can help towards funding a student at 
Gilead - and result in a life being totally transformed,” added Ian. 

Sponsorship of members of the volunteer team of community workers at Gilead 
is also being sought. 

“We are blessed with a fantastic team of community members who work long 
hours, caring for those we help, as well as working the practical areas to try 
and increase income.” he added. 

"In return they receive their board and accommodation and an average weekly 
allowance of £30 - plus the reward of seeing lives unlocked and changed.” 

If you would like to know more about Gilead's work and how you could 
help please call 01837 851240 or fill in the form opposite. 



Gilead Foundations founders Ian and Bron Samuel 



1 Gilead's programme is amazingly successful, with fantastic 
rehabilitation success rates. That’s all down to their 
inspirational leadership team" 

VICTORIA MCMILLAN. SENIOR MANAGER PRICE WATERHOUSE COOPERS 




WORK ON NEW ACCOMMODATION PROJECT FORCED TO A STANDSTILL 



Work on a major project to provide new 
accommodation and facilities at Gilead 
Foundations residential rehabilitation centre 
in Devon has been forced to a standstill 
because of lack of funds. 

The ambitious development plan will enable 
the charity to provide state-of-the-art living 
facilities for students at Risdon. as well as 
providing improved office, teaching and 
leisure facilities. 

The centrepiece of the plan involves the 
construction of three purpose-built 
, family accommodation units, each capable 
of housing up to eight students, plus support 
workers and house parents. 

The specially constructed units are designed 
to provide self-contained accommodation for 
an extended family of house parents, single 
parents and students. 



The increased capacity will allow Gilead 
Foundations to accommodate a greater 
number of students and meet the 
growing demand for places at Risdon Farm 

The self-contained family units wilt comprise 
sleeping accommodation, bathrooms, 
communal kitchens, dining and meeting 
areas and dedicated accommodation for the 
house parents, who provide support and 
guidance for all those living in each unit. 

About one third of the work has now been 
completed, but work has been forced to a 
halt for several months after the money 
dried up. 

Ian Samuel, founder and general manager 
at Gilead Foundations said: We desperately 
need the new accommodation because our 



existing accommodation consists largely of 
mobile homes which are below the standard 
which we want to provide 
"We started work on the new development 
three years ago and have managed to get one 
of the units to roof level 

"This has been possible thanks to the generosity 
of supporters and helpers, as well as grants 
and gifts from trusts and other 




organisations 

"However, progress has been halted for quite 
a while now and the situation is becoming 
critical for Gilead 

“The Commission for Social Care Inspection 
have been very understanding of our 
difficulties in providing the new accommodation, 
but they have made it clear that they want 
the first block to be finished in 2009. 

"We estimate we need a further £200.000 to 
complete the work and are praying for God's 
provision." added Ian 

The development will be used as a training 
project to help students develop specific 
building industry skills. 



M 
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work of Gilead Foundations 



There are many ways in which individuals, churches or other organisations can support and help the work of 
Gilead Foundations. 

These include becoming a Gilead Samaritan and committing to supporting a student or the charity with 
regular giving, becoming a Prayer Partner or by helping in other practical ways. 

Investing in the work of Gilead through financial support can help save lives - literally. Gifts in kind are 



in this way - particularly with materials for the accommodation project 

Equally, if you know of someone who is in need of help because of an addiction problem please put them in 
touch with Gilead's admissions team by contacting us direct on 01837 851240. 

If you would like to 
be kept informed of 
Gilead’s work, please 
join our mailing list 
and we will send you 

regular bulletins on j Making a regular donation by becoming a Gilead Samaritan 

the charity s , Making a 0ne _ 0 ft d 0na tj 0 n 

activities and the 

progress of our Tick as appropriate 

various projects. Name 

Simply fill in the form Address 



BECOME A FRIEND OF GILEAD FOUNDATIONS 



Post Code 



If you would like to 
make a donation, 
cheques can be 
made payable to 
Gilead Foundations 
and sent to the 
address shown. 



Please send this form to: Lois Samuel GHead Foundations. Risdon Farm. 
Jacobstowe Okehampton. Devon EX20 3AJ Tel 81837 851240 
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where savings, 
build chucrc-hes 



Christian Savings 
«DIRECT> 

Suitable for individuals, churches, charities and trusts. 
Whether you're saving a lump sum as an investment or 
need instant access, we have the account for you. 

Church Mortgages 
4 DIRECTS 

We specialise in assisting UK Churches & Charities, 
whether you need to buy, build, extend or develop. 
Our specialists understand your income and can guide 
you every step of the way. 

Church insurance 
◄DIRECTS 

We offer a range of insurance including church and 
charity insurance, trustee indemnity insurance and 
minibus insurance ... contact us for our full range. 



Pleased to support 
Gilead's mortgage 



Call today on 
0115 921 7250 



m Kingdom Bank 

www.kingdombank.co.uk 



Kingdom Bank Limited, registered in England and Wales No. 4346834. Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 
Kingdom Bank Limited, Ruddington Fields Business Park, Mere Way, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6JS 



KATE DREAMS OF BEING 
JUST AN ‘ORDINARY MUM’ 



How you can support the vital 



Thirty-two-year-old Kate Atherton has 
one driving ambition in life - to be a 
normal mum and live a normal life. 



Now Gary has hope for the future 



Years of addiction to drugs and a destructive life 
style seemed set to condemn Kate to an uncertain 
future - until she went to Gilead Foundations for 
rehabilitation. 

Kate arrived at Gilead in July as a last resort’ 
having been on a variety of rehab programmes in 
the past - none of which resulted in long-term 
freedom from her addiction. 

With no formal funding available she was supported 
by friends, family and a local church, to join the 
60-week rehabilitation programme. 

Kate’s parents are looking after her four-year-old 
daughter Isobel while she completes the 
programme. Sadly, Isobel will grow up without a 
father - he died as a result of overdosing on heroin 
two years ago. 

”My husband wasn’t a saint, but he didn't deserve 
to die," said Kate. It was a combination of alcohol, 
heroin and her husband's advanced diabetes, 
which led to his death. 

Kate had a good upbringing in a loving family, but 
her rebellious nature as a teenager led her into 
recreational drug use. 

“I started smoking dope and drinking at the age of 
15 and then my brother died when I was 19 and I 
hit the bottle big time." said Kate. "Everything 
started to go wrong from that point and my 
addiction got worse and worse." 

Kate spent five months at a rehab centre in 
Plymouth and stayed off alcohol for over a year. 



Gary Heitzman...God has answered his prayers 



Years and years of alcohol abuse nearly killed Birmingham 
born Gary Heitzman. 

A painful marriage breakdown triggered Gary’s serious alcohol addiction and 
eventually led to life-threatening fits. 

During a particularly violent fit Gary had to be held down by five hospital staff 
and in his desperation he cried out to God to help him. 

Gary. 45. said: "I had never done that before and when I eventually came round 
on the addiction ward one of the doctors said she had never seen a fit as bad as 
that 

"She told me that I would not have many more chances to survive 
something tike that and reminded me that I had called out to God and perhaps 
he was the only one who could help me.” said Gary. 

After being discharged from hospital Gary saw his social worker who 
recommended that he should consider going to Gilead Foundations. 

"She said it was a Christian rehab centre and although I had never been 
involved with Christianity I was wilting to give anything a try.” 

Gary joined the Gilead 60-week rehab programme in March and although he 
found the first few weeks difficult and challenging, he started to pray and then 
found that God was answering his prayers - particularly in dealing with difficult 
issues relating to his marriage break-up. 

"I have found real peace and security and for the first time feel that I have got a 
real future.” said Gary."l truly believe that God answered my cry for help when I 
was in such a bad way in hospital.” 

Gary is enjoying life on the farm and works in the dairy, helping to process milk 
and make cream. He has also found a real friend in the farm’s Shire horse Vicky. 
"I loved horses when I was a boy and was quite a successful showjumper. I 
almost became a stable lad at one stage - before my life fell apart. ”lt’s great to 
be with horses again - and great to have a new life.” said Gary. 



Kate Atherton...never experienced such love 



‘Then I heard about crack and how good it was and 
started taking heroin just before I got married.” 

Her husband was a heavy drinker and took drugs 
recreationally and was registered blind through 
diabetes. Tragically one dose of heroin proved 
fatal. 



Since arriving at Gilead. Kate has been through 
detox and is now free from drugs. She has 
embarked on the Genesis relapse prevention 
programme, has become a Christian and been 
baptised. 

”1 wasn’t into all that Christian stuff before I arrived 
at Gilead. But I have never experienced such 
goodness and love. It’s such a special place.” she 
said.’ l always knew something was missing from 
my life - 1 now know it was God.” added Kate. 



Gilead 



FOUNDATIONS 

UNLOCKING PEOPLE RELEASING POTENTIAL 
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Experience your own Big Cat adventure in Kenya. 



You have seen the big cats in the Masai Mara on TV in 'Big Cat Diary', this is your chance to have the experience of a lifetime, up 

close and personal with wildlife in Africa, for only £1799 per person. 

This exclusive itinerary includes game drives with expert driver/guides. It is perfect for those who enjoy photography - there are 
many opportunities to capture wildlife and landscapes. You then have 5 nights to relax at the Southern Palms Beach Resort, 

located on the stunning Diani Beach in Mombasa. 

Why not contact us today to confirm your place? Call 0800 048 1055 



12 nights. 



Here is your full itinerary. We depart on 27 September 2009 for 

Sunday 27 September 09 - Depart UK 

Fly from Heathrow (Terminal 4) on Kenya Airways overnight to Nairobi. 

Monday 28 September 09 - Nairobi 

On arrival transfer to your hotel for a day at leisure or choose from a selection 
of optional excursions (book and pay locally). 

Tuesday 29 September 09 - Samburu 

Drive north across the equator to the Samburu National Reserve (360 km) and 
check in to your lodge for lunch. Afternoon game drive. (b,l,d) 

Wednesday 30 September 09 - Samburu 

Morning and late afternoon game drives in this open savannah which is 
traversed by the Uaso Nyiro River. The river is populated by hippos and 
crocodiles, whilst the park is home to a host of animals including several species 
which are rarely seen in numbers elsewhere including Grevy's zebras, 
reticulated giraffes and long-necked gerenuks. (b,l,d) 

Thursday 1 October 09 - Aberdares 

Drive south into the Aberdares (220 km) and take lunch at the Outspan Hotel. 
Transfer to Treetops (please limit your luggage to an overnight bag - the 
remainder can be stored at Outspan. Bathroom facilities are shared). (b,l,d) 

Friday 2 October 09 - Lake Nakuru or Naivasha 

An early morning transfer to Outspan Hotel for breakfast and to collect your 
luggage. Descend into the Great Rift Valley and continue on to Lake Nakuru for 
an afternoon game drive. Overnight at Lake Nakuru or Lake Naivasha. (b,l,d) 

Saturday 3 October 09 - Masai Mara 

Drive to the Masai Mara National Reserve (320 km). An afternoon game drive. (b,l,d) 



Sunday 4 October 09 - Masai Mara 

Enjoy an early morning balloon flight over the Mara.followed by a bubbly bush 
breakfast (optional extra), or an early morning game drive followed by 
breakfast at the lodge. Relax by the pool overlooking the endless panorama 
stretched out before you. Afternoon game drive. (b,l,d) 

Monday 5 October 09 - Return to Nairobi and fly to Mombasa 

After breakfast, return to Nairobi (300 km) arriving in time for lunch at the 
Somak lounge. In the early afternoon transferred to the airport for your flight 
to Mombasa. On arrival in Mombasa, met and transferred to the Southern 
Palms Beach Resort for 5 nts on a Half board basis. 

Saturday 10 October 09 - Return to UK 

Day at leisure. In the late afternoon transfer to Mombasa Airport for your flight 
back to London Heathrow (via Nairobi) arriving London Heathrow (Terminal 4) 
on Sunday 1 1 October 09 early in the morning. 

Accommodation: 

1 night Nairobi (Holiday Inn Nairobi) 

2 nights Samburu (Samburu Game Lodge) 

1 night Aberdares (Treetops) 

1 night Lake Nakuru or Lake Naivasha (Lake Nakuru Lodge or Lake Naivasha Simba Lodge) 

2 nights Masai Mara (Keekorok Lodge) 

5 nights Diani Beach Mombasa (Southern Palms Beach Resort) 

Hotels/lodges and safari routings may vary due to operational reasons. 

Price per person - £1799 

Single Supplement - £300 

Optional Hot Air Balloon flight (4 October 09) - £265 

Optional All Inclusive supplement at the Southern Palms Beach Resort - £25 per 
person per night. 

Price includes all accommodation, flights, taxes, transfers and meals as indicated. 

Departures on 15 March & 14 June 2009 are also available at the same price. 
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This holiday is operated by Peter Goord Travel and Somak Holidays. Conditions apply. 



▼[Southern Palms Beach Resort, Mombasa 
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Prayer & reflection 

Where’s Jesus in Bruegel’s Census at Bethlehem} 




Find the light of the world in 
a painting Martyn Percy 

describes as a 1 6 th Century 
Where’s Wally ? 

dvent, by tradition, has always 
been a time for preparation 
and waiting. It has been a time 
for us to pause, be still and 
prepare for the coming of the 
Christ-child. And it has been a time in 
which the season of Christmas has been 
anticipated through study, penitence and 
prayer. Fittingly, then, our picture for this 
season features a scene that is all too 
familiar at this time of year: people waiting 
in a long, slow queue. 

True, the peasants in this typical village 
scene are not Christmas shopping. But 
they are waiting. They are queuing up to 
have their names taken by officials who sit 
on the veranda. Imagine the long delays; 
the boredom of children in the long line of 
people waiting to be processed; the 
tedium of a long journey simply to give 
your name, address and occupation. 
According to Luke’s Gospel, Christ is born 
in Bethlehem because of the census that 
the Emperor Augustus set in motion 
throughout the Roman-controlled world. 
But Pieter Bruegel the Elder sets the 
events leading up the birth of Jesus in a 
busy Flemish village. 

His picture is filled with men, women, 
children and animals going about the 
common business of living. There must be 
more than 200 figures in this village 
scene, going about their daily chores. The 
extensive amount of wintry snow makes 
this a chilly, even slightly forbidding picture. 
Bruegel’s powerful painting somehow 
manages to unify the random bustle of 



what that oriqinal census must have been 
like. 

But how does he manage this? Bruegel 
wants us to enter into the village and 
orient ourselves as any other visitor would 
have done. When we get our bearings we 
notice that a crowd of people is collecting 
in front of the buildinq in the foreqround to 
the left. 

Just inside some men sit at a table 
examining documents and making notes 
in a ledger. The villagers crowd around 
waiting to be examined. 

Reading the painting from left to right 
we can’t help noticing two large wooden 
O’s made by the wheels of some hay 
wagons. Here, the circle has been 
universally accepted as the symbol of 
eternity and everlasting existence. As the 



monogram for God it stands for both 
perfection and eternity. Then we notice a 
young woman on a horse led by a man on 
foot The woman is almost hidden by her 
heavy winter clothing. But we realize this is 
Mary. So here is Jesus - only he is hidden 
from our sight. He is present, yet not 
revealed. Here is the Advent hope. 

Then we turn to Bruegel’s intention as 
an artist, who deliberately loses Mary and 
Joseph in the crowd, and conceals Mary’s 
pregnancy under a heavy winter coat. He 
seems to be saying we must actively look 
for Jesus. Or put another way, this is a 
kind of sixteenth century Where's Wally? If 
we look with care, we will find the light of 
the world. In the meantime, we must sit 
and wait in anticipation for his birth. In 
Bruegel’s picture, heaven has come to 



earth - but in disguise, hidden under a 
winter coat. So most of the characters he 
portrays see nothing unusual at all. They 
go about their daily business. 

This picture is a profound portrait of 
Advent. On the one hand, we are to wait; 
queue; be still; hope; and wait our turn. 
This could hardly be more dull and tedious. 
But on the other hand, Bruegel instructs 
us to look for Christ in the ordinary bustle 
of waiting and queuing; for Jesus is in the 
midst of us. Unseen and unborn - yet he 
is coming. This is the promise of 
Christmas. 

The Revd Canon Professor Martyn 
Percy is the Principal of Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon and the Oxford 
Ministry Course . 



December prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



For a child has been born for us v a 
son given to us; authority rests 
upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.(lsa 9.6 NRSV) 

Pray to the Father through the Son 
in the power of the Spirit for: 

wtor Aylesbury Deanery: Area 
Dean Tina Stirling; lay chairman 
[vacancy]; ecumenical representative 
Rosemary Rycroft; associate clergy 
David Wallace, Nancy Wallace; LLM 
Reg Taylor; deaf church: Chaplain Roger 
Williams; LLMs Ursula Coles, Mary 
Lovegrove. The people, wardens, PCCs 
and support staff of the deanery. 

Tues Aylesbury Team (St Mary, 
Bierton, Hulcott, Quarrendon): clergy 
Shane Wood, Mark Ackford, Rosemary 
Rycraft, Michaela Wood, David Cloake, 
Luke Lee, Donald Rydings; LLM Earle 
Noel; youth worker Suzanne Ackford. 

Wee Bedgrove: clergy Martin Kuhrt; 
LLM Marie Carey. 

Thufs Bernwode (Ashendon, 
Boarstall, Brill, Chilton, Dorton, 
Ludgershall, Wotton Underwood): 

clergy Tina Stirling, Jenny Edmans, 
Lesley Fellows. 

Fri 5: Haddenham with Cuddlngton 
and Kingsey and Aston Sandford: 



clergy [vacancy], John Race; LLM Nigel 
Featherston. 

Nicholas, bishop, philanthropist 

Long Crendon with Chearsley and 
Nether Winchendon: clergy [vacancy], 
Arthur Taylor; LLM John Scholefield. 

Sun 7: Advent 2 Ambrose, bishop, 
teacher of the faith Rlsborough Team 

(Bledlow, Saunderton, Horsenden, 
Lacey Green, Monks Risborough, 
Princes Risborough, llmer): clergy 
Paul Fiske, James Tomkins, David 
Dewick, Denise Critchell; LLM [vacancy]; 
lay worker Norman Critchell. 

Mon Stone with Dinton and 
Hartwell: clergy [vacancy]; LLM Avril 
Clark. 

Walton Team (Holy Trinity, 
Southcourt, Broughton): clergy 

Andrew Blyth, Wilson Gill, David 
Lawton, Jonathan Hawkins, Mike 
Butterworth; LLMs Tony Collins, Martin 
Roper, Betty Schwier, Alan Foster; lay 
workers Lynne Hurry, Richard Turner, 
Carolyn Edwards. 

Wed 10 Worminghall with Ickford, 
Oakley and Shabblngton: clergy 
David Kaboleh; LLM Margaret Pye. 

Thurs 1 Chipping Norton Deanery: 

area dean Judy French; lay chairman Ian 
Henderson; advisor for spritual care Jan 
Fielden. The people, wardens, PCCs 



and support staff of the deanery. Give 
thanks for the development of our life 
together in the deanery, to pray for 
growth in our work with young people, 
and for those parishes in the more rural 
areas who are struggling to find 
volunteers as churchwardens and PCC 
members. 

Charlbury with 
Shorthampton: clergy Judy French, 
Jan Fielden; LLM Penny Nairne. 

Lucy, martyr Chipping Norton 
Team (Chipping Norton, Over 
Norton, Churchill, Kingham, 
Daylesford, Little Compton, 

Chastleton, Cornwell, Little 

Rollright, Salford): clergy Stephen 
Weston, Tony Cannon, Hugh Williams, 
Andrew Keith, Jenny Alidina; LLMs 
Elizabeth Allen, John Forrest, Elizabeth 
Mann, Mike Hall, Stephen Freer. 

Sun 14 Advent 3 Great Tew with 
Little Tew: clergy Bernard Rumbold. 

Mon IS Hook Norton with Great 
Rollright, Swerford and Wlgginton: 

clergy John Acreman, Hazel Scarr, 
Wendy Cunningham, Christopher 
Turner; LLM Janet Collins. 

Tues 16 Over with Nether Worton: 

clergy Bernard Rumbold. Forest Edge 
(Ramsden, Finstock, Fawler, 
Leafield, Wychwood, Wilcote): 

clergy Jane Knowles, Sarah Jones, Brian 



Ford. 

Wad Eglantyne Jebb, social 

reformer, founder of 'Save the Children' 

Shlpton-under-Wychwood with 
Mllton-under-Wychwood, Flfield 
and Idbury: clergy Wendy Callan, Anne 
Hartley; LLM Bob Forster. 

The Chase (Ascott-under- 
Wychwood, Chadlington, Enstone, 
Heythrop, Spelsbury): clergy Mark 
Abrey, Mary Crameri. 

Bradfield Deanery: Area Dean 
Pete Steele; lay chairman Christopher 
Newman. The people, wardens, PCCs 
and support staff of the deanery. 
Appointments to the several vacancies 
in the deanery. 

Sat 20; Aldermaston and 
Woolhampton (also Beenham 
Valence, Brimpton, Midgham, 
Wasing): clergy Pete Steele, Des 
Foote, Elizabeth Oke. 

Sun 21 Advent 4 Basildon with 
Aldworth and Ashampstead: clergy 
Alan Hogarth, Anne Kiggell; LLMs 
Margaret Davey, Jonathan Sandbach. 

Mon 22; Bradfield and Stanford 
Dingley: clergy [vacancy], Rosemary 
Green, David Chattel!, Raymond Obin; 
LLMs Ruth Chattell, Brian Norris. 

Tues 23; Bucklebury (also Upper 
Bucklebury, Marlston): clergy 



[vacancy], Rosemary Green, David 
Chattell, Raymond Obin; LLMs Michael 
Kerry, David Sammon. 

Wet Christmas Eve: Our fellow 
Christians throughout the world 
persecuted for their faith. 

Christmas Day. Our fellow 
Christians of other denominations in thi. 
diocese. 

Fri 26: Stephen, deacon, martyr 

Burghfield: clergy Gill Lovell, Mary 
Harwood. 

John, apostle & evangelist 

Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and 
Sulham: clergy Heather Parbury 

Sun 28; Christmas 1 The Holy 
Innocents Purley: clergy [vacancy], 
Andrew Mackie, Jean Rothery. 

Mon 29 Thomas Becket, archbishop, 
martyr Stratfield Mortimer and 
Mortimer West End with Padworth: 

clergy Paul Chaplin, Juliet Straw. 

Tues 3fi Sulhamstead Abbots and 
Bannister with Ufton Nervet: clergy 
Peter Dewey, Anthony Peabody. 

Wed 31: John Wycliffe, reformer 

Theale and Englefield: clergy 
Geoffrey Borrowdale, Brian 
Spence; LLM Chris Braddock. 




iheDoor DECEMBER 2008 



20 



God in the life of. . . 




Guitarist Mark Cocks 

prides himself on playing 
quality hard rock with 
Christianity at its core. He 
tells Jo Duckies about the 
links between his music and 
his faith 

rowing up listening to his 
father’s rock records, 

Mark Cocks quickly 
became hooked on loud, 
lively guitar sounds. 
Coming from a Christian family meant 
Mark, guitarist with rock band Quench, 
has been going to church since he was 
in the womb and made a personal 
commitment to Christ when he was 
nine. 

‘I was in a service one night and the 
preacher was speaking about the cross. 

I realised I needed to make a personal 
decision. It needed to be a response 
from my heart. I went home and asked 
my Mum to pray with me and asked 
God into my heart,’ says Mark, who has 
lived in Oxford for most of the last 
eight years. I’ve been a Christian ever 
since, I’ve not had one of those 
backsliding times, I’ve always known it’s 
'<fue.’ 

His dad’s collection included Led 
Zeppelin, Thin Lizzy, The Who and 
Queen, but he discovered his musical 
identity when he first heard Europe’s 
The Final Countdown. ‘It’s cheesy but I 
was blown away by these guys who could 
play really well,’ says Mark, pictured. 
From there he got into Motley Crue, 
Bon Jovi, Skid Row, Gun, and Metallica 
but was challenged by the decadent, 
violent lifestyle some of those bands 
were famous for. He struggled to find a 
more wholesome alternative. ‘Every 
time my youth leaders tried to get me 
Jnto something else I found the 
Christian equivalents were 
embarrassing and dreadful. 

‘When I started playing guitar I 
began thinking about how I could 



bring my love of rock music and guitars 
into the Church. My style of guitar 
playing didn’t quite fit. My passion was 
for rock and there wasn’t a place for 
me to express this within the Church.’ 

A sixth form college band helped 
Mark realise not all Christian rock was 
terrible. He says: ‘I thought ‘this is the 
perfect balance, this is credible music 
but with a message that is unashamedly 
Christian. I was beginning to see how I 
could combine the two.’ 

There is plenty of media hype 
surrounding the darker side of the rock 
world, and Mark advises Christian 
parents not to worry if their children 
are getting into heavier music. ‘There is 
nothing good or evil you can attribute 
to a particular chord structure. It might 
make you feel a certain way but it is the 
lyrics that give a song its value. 

‘If you read the Bible there are a 



range of emotions from Psalms of 
praise through to the soul searching of 
Lamentations, which can be really 
bleak. Sometimes heavier, darker 
sounding music can help you to express 
your emotions in a whole and real way. 

‘Some of the music I’ve written 
sounds aggressive and heavy but you 
have to listen to the lyrics. Rock bands 
grew from a community of people who 
have the ethos “It’s us against the 
world.” There is a vision and an identity 
in that community and if you stop some 
kids from listening to that music it will 
push them further into it because they 
will identify with the lyrics. 

‘It would be good for parents to ask 
“what is this song about with regards to 
your faith?” I know the difference 
between right and wrong and wouldn’t 
listen to bands with obviously Satanic 
lyrics.’ 



Vacancies & Appointments 



St Paul’s Church, Slough 
is seeking a committed person 
who wishes to train as a 

Christian Youth Worker 
through study at the Oxford 
Centre for Youth Ministry, 
starting September 2009 this 
would involve co-ordinating the 
youth work at St Paul’s 

St Paul’s is a very vibrant 
multicultural evangelical church with 
a growing and active youth ministry. 
We are able to offer a flexible 
package depending on the 
successful applicants 
circumstances . 

Please contact the Revd. Janet 
Binns, 209 Stoke Road t Slough 
'■ Berks SL2 5AX 

Tel 01753 528672 or the Revd Mike 
CottereU , The Vicarage , 196 Stoke 
Road , Slough SL2 5AX 
Tel 01753 521497 

This post is subject to an enhanced disclosure 
from the Criminal Records Bureau 



With 31,000 copies of the The Door distributed through 
churches in the Oxford Diocese, it makes it a great 
vehicle to advertise your vacancies in local churches. 
Other Christian and charitable organisations, including 
faith based schools, can also benefit from this targeted 
readership. 

To find out more telephone: 01752 225623 



ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, 
ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD 

requires 

Organist and Choir Trainer 

to lead a team which will be responsible 
for the music of a rural church with a 
thriving mixed choir. Junior Choirmistress 
and Choir Secretary already in post. 
RSCM affiliated. RSCM rates plus fees. 
Two choral services each Sunday 
and weekly rehearsal. 

Contact for more details: 

The Revd G. D. Foulis Brown 
The Rectory, Kidmore End 
Reading RG4 9AY 
Tel: 0118-972 3987 
info@allsaintspeppard.org.uk 



To Advertise cal: 
01752 226523 



'What is the ~U 
Book of Common Prayer 
but privileged access, 
through the resonance 
of language, to the mind 
of God?' 

FAY WELDON 

Join the 

PRAYER BOOK 
SOCIETY 

www.prayerbook.org.uk Tel: 01189 842582 
Reg. charity no. 1099295 Company 
Limited by Guarantee No. 4786973^ 



Mark, who is in his early 30s, went on 
to study law, but chose to follow a music 
career that has seen him play 
internationally and work as a studio 
musician. Quench has a loyal following 
and has recently produced the EP 
Reality Radio , with Joe Gibb, who has 
worked with Jane’s Addiction, 3 Colours 
Red and Funeral For a Friend. ‘This 
new record really cuts it,’ says Mark. 

‘It’s about being real as Christians. We 
don’t write worship music for 
congregational singing, we write music 

‘ We sing about our 
struggles and how life can 
be tough , but keeping the 
core value that God is good 
and there is always a light 
at the end of the tunnel. ’ 



for rock fans. 

‘We don’t want to promote the idea 
that life is great all the time. We sing 
about struggles and how life can be 
tough, but keeping the core value that 
God is good and there is always a light 
at the end of the tunnel. We live in a 
fallen world where bad things happen 
to good people but God is still our 
hope and foundation.’ 

Quench have toured the UK and 
Europe and played to thousands at the 
Greenbelt festival. 



ionline 



Reality Radio is 
exclusively available on 
iTunes. For more 
information visit 

www.quenchuk.com. 

Quench will be playing at the Vertigo 
youth event at the Kings Centre, 
Oxford, on December 6. for details 
visit www.vertigo-ox.com . 




Leader aft 

Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and doors 
and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthousc Lane, Reading RG 1 7JA 
Tel: 01 18 956 8534 
Fax: 01 18 957 5865 
www.leadcraftstaiiiedglass.co.uj^ 
By appointment only 








